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In digito non eft podagra, aft a fomum, five 
PFiructus radicis : ideoque et ſi digitum abſcideris, non 


5 podagram Janaverts, itaque podagre eft caracter morbidus 
8 Jeminaliſer i in ſpiritu vitæ inſertus. 
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DO EA Er H is, generally ſpeaking 
H & © the lot of youth, In that undiſ- 
NEE turb'd ind calm ſtate of the nerves, 

the animal ceconomy, if directed 
by the voice of nature, performs her functions 
in due order. The paſtions of the mind 


are more genuine, and leſs agitated by thoſe 
unavoidable tumults, which the ſocial Being 


muſt experience in the ſtate of manhood.— 
The ſtate of childhood then, is generally a 
ſeaſon of leſs infirmities than that of the 
1 | adult. 
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adult. The moſt probable and apparent 
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reaſon of this increaſe in the unhealthy diſ- 
poſition of the body, not always the effect of 


age, 1s owing perhaps either to our own 1m- 


prudence, or the prejudice of education.— 


For man, when arrived at his complete ex- 
iſtence, becomes oftentimes, from intempe- 
rance, the cauſe of his own ſufferings. 


The abuſe of the non naturals has ever 
been conſidered as the prediſpoſing agent in 
moſt diſeaſes.— But ſtill there is another per- 
haps more eſſential cauſe, produced by the 
various changes which the human body 


undergoes in thoſe different ages, through 
which it takes its neceſſary progreſs. —lt is in 
the ſeveral periods, we are going to ſpecify, 
that nature, not only is obſerved to change 
the operations of the human body, but the 


very inclinations of it alſo. In the firſt ſtage 


of life, almoſt all the functions and faculties 


are abſorb d to contribute to the extenſion 
and growth of the child. It is in this age that 
the exterior organ of the body (the ſkin) ap- 


pears to be the moſt active, or at leaſt the one 
to which the forces ſeem peculiarly to dire 
themſelves.— When man is arrived at his 
perfect growth, the phrenic centers begin to 
diſplay their peculiar ſenſibility and action. 


And it is now in the diaphragm, that nature 


ſeems to fix the current of her actions. 


The ſublime paſſions of the mind begin to 

manifeſt themſelves from this new e in 
the current of the animal fluids. It is in this 
age (of manhood) that prudence, wiſdom and 
genius diſplay the peculiar actions or inclina- 
tions of man. This is ſo true, that in thoſe 

perſons, where this expanſion of the phrenic 
centers and the paſſions appear ſo early, we 
find the individual either ſuffers in his growth, 
or becomes early ſubje& to the diſagreable 
train of hypochondriac affeQions. 


Parents, therefore, who are anxious for the 
health of their children, ought not to puniſh 


them with either too early or too ſevere an 
application 
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application to the improvments of the mind, 


they are obſerved to call a greater tendency 
of action towards the diaphragmatic centers, 


which in children of ſuch diſpoſition is already 


too much anticipated in its direction. This 


is the reaſon why thoſe children who betray 


an early and ſurprizing genius, are ſometimes 


ſhort lived. Since the various efforts of na- 
ture then are conſtantly directed towards the 


internal parts of the body, in the ſtate of man- 


hood, and the torrent of the circulating hu- 
mors, are peculiarly diſpoſed to follow ſuch 


general oſcillations, ſhall we be ſurprized if 


there are certain diſeaſes, founded on thoſe 
conſequences which produce a tendency 'of 
action towards the interior parts of the body 


at this period of human life ? It is in ſuch pe- 


culiar diſpoſitions that we ſee ſpringing, as it 


were from the ſame ſource, the hypochondriac 


affection, the hemorrhoids, and gout. All 
theſe diſorders have a peculiar analogy, 


We do not flatter ourſelves, that perſons 
who have been always taught to conſider the 
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gout, as- arifing from acrimonious humors, 
; obſtructing the lymphatic veſſels of the vari- 


ous articulations of the hands or feet, will in 


the leaſt agree with us, that this tendency of 
action towards the interior organs of the 
body, can in any degree promote a gouty 
diſpoſition. 


How great ſoever difficulty we may 
find in perſuading ſuch perſons, who have 
already been diſpoſed to conſider this 


diſorder as produced from an acrimony in 


the blood, we ſhall not ceaſe to aſſert, 
that the diſorders before mentioned, are 
derived from the ſame general cauſe, an ob- 
ſtruction in the bowels and ramifications of 
the vena porta. A circumſtance ſure to pro- 
duce an irregular effort in the vital forces, as 
the center of their action is placed within 
the inteſtines. This is what we are to prove. 
When nature finds herſelf impeded in her 
fuctions, ſhe ſearches out a way to rid her- 


ſelf of the offending agent. Such was the 


opinion 
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opinion of Sydenham, which he call'd cona- 


men natur. When nature, therefore, is ex- 
cited by any irritating cauſe, ſhe uſes various 
efforts to overcome them. This is the begin- 
ning of many diſeaſes and infirmities.—It is 


not intemperance or luxury that always oc- 
caſions this diſorder in the human conſtitu- 


tion, —the variations in the temperature of 
the air, the different ſeaſons of the year, do 


in ſome degree contribute. Does the ſpirit 


of commerce prevail among us? Does the 


ſtudy of philoſophy engage the mind of 


man? Either the one or the other alone 
would be ſufficient to occaſion a propenſity 
to hypochondriaſm, that unwelcome har- 
binger of the gout. ifs 


Even m the pleaſing, and dangerou * 


paths of learning, we diſpoſe the body to 
the baneful effect of this debilitation, which 


by a continued irritation of the phrenic cen- 


ters, becomes fix'd at laſt upon the inteſtines, 
The following ſymptoms which generally 
attend the hypochondriac affection, are 


8 IX TS I eG 2 "1+ 7 8 
-o& . AST at gs OOO TS OE nl WO 


THE G OUT. 9 | 
convincing proofs of this repletion and de- | 
bility, viz. | A loſs of appetite, flatulencies, | 
an uneaſy ſenſation after meals, rumbling of- Y 
the inteſtines, wind; conſtipation, and diſ- | 
turb'd ſleep. þ 
Are not theſe circumſtances ſufficient to 
prove that there is a manifeſt debility of the 
whole viſcera ? Or; that the functions of the þ 
different organs contain'd in the abdomen, 5 
are conſiderably impeded, and that perfect i 
harmony deſtroyed which ſhould ſubſiſt be- | 
tween them? The degree of action, there- } 
fore, in courſe, muſt be carried more abun- i 
dantly to ſome one portion of the inteſtines 0 
in preference of the others, which will un- 7 
avoidably occaſion a diſgregation between | = 
their ſeveral parts. W 
Unaqueque vero, ſays Hippocrates, corporis = ! 
pars altera alteri, cum hinc vel illinc perruperit, | ! 
| flatim morbum fact; venter capiti et caput carm- — — i 


bus et ventri, et relique omnes eadem ralione, 
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quemadmodum venter capiti, et caput carnibus 
et ventri. 


The Colon of all the inteſtines is moſt 
expoſed to ſuch diſgregations.—It is often 
obſtructed in both extremeties of its curva- 
ture. That portion of the Colon which is 
moſt intimately connected with the ſtomach, 
being puffed up, cauſes thoſe uneaſy feelings, 
which ſeem to act internally and diſtend the 
ribs, or occaſions palpitations of the heart, a 
loſs of ſenſation, and ſwoonings, &c. after 
meals. It is an error to impute theſe effects 
to the ſtomach, it is the Colon which oc- 


caſions them. 


It is from ſuch ſpaſms, and the diſgrega- 
tions they occaſion, that. thoſe pains are 
cauſed in the different parts of the body call'd | 
rheumatic. —Or if various obſtructions in the 
inteſtinal canal exiſt at the ſame time, each 
obſtructed portion will form ſo many dif- 
ferent centers of action, which deſtroying the 


THE G O U T. 11 


_ uniformity in the periſtaltic motions of the in- 
teſtines, muſt occaſion the moſt violent pains 


of the cholic. Should theſe continue long, 


| they often interrupt the action and communi- 
cate with the other parts of the abdomen, 
which although they may not be immediately 
affected, yet neglect their functions, and the 
individual becomes afflicted with either a ſe- 
vere conſtipation or purging. This undue 
action, in ſome part or other of the inteſtinal 
canal, muſt of neceſſity cauſe an inert action 
in thoſe organs which are ſituated in the 
cavity of the abdomen. 


Riolanus tells us that the action of the in- 
teſtines, excites every other part of the abdo- 
men, to the due exerciſe of their functions. 
Motus inteftinorum excitat partes omnes abdominis 
ad funcliones ſuas, ideoque partibus illis adherent. 


It will appear very evidently to every ob- 
ſerver, that the ſtate of health does moſt 
eſſentially depend on a juſt and regular 

periſtaltic 
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periſtaltic motion in the whole inteſtinal canal, 
if we conſider the great connection it has with 
the exterior organ of the body, 


Whatever, therefore, hinders theſe uniform 
motions in the inteſtinal canal, diſpoſes the 
afflicted perſon to become hypochondriac, 
and produces obſtructions of the ſeveral blood 
veſſels contained in the abdomen. Such, 
among other cauſes, are ſorrow, profound 
meditations, an habitual exceſs in either eat- 
ing or drinking, and a ſtate of indolence and 
eaſe. Either one, or all theſe circumſtances 
may invite a greater afflux of humors towards 
the inteſtines, from which they will become 
ſtuffed up and obſtructed, and rendered inca- 
pable of performing their neceſſary functions. 


It is by no means a chimera, but has been 
confirm'd by obſervation, that no one organ 
of the human body is ſo intimately connected 
with the different parts of the abdomen, as 
the inteſtinal canal. To convince ourſelves 


of this truth, it is neceſſary to conſider only | 
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the various circumvolutions which favor the 


union of the inteſtines with the different viſ- 


cera of the abdomen.— This connection de- 


pends on the cellulary- membrane and the 
nerves, which unite every part together, and 


make the whole to correſpond; hence ariſes 


that general, conſtant and univerſal ſympathy 
between every part of the body. 


If, we excite the action of the inteſtines in 
a ſevere manner, we put every viſcera of the 


abdomen into motion, for the ſeveral actions 


of the inteſtines communicate again to the 


different organs which is neareſt to them. — 


It is for ſuch reaſon, perhaps, that certain 


nauſeas, faintings, and bitterneſs of the mouth, 


only indicate a neceſſity for aliment, becauſe 


it is abſolutely neceſſary to keep up the 
ſpring of action in the ſtomach and inteſtines 
by a due quantity of food, or elſe we fall 


into an error, equally as pernicious as its 


exceſs. — Hippocrates oblerved, that too ſe- 


vere a diet was a great error, if not often- 


times dangerous.—Tenms & exquifitus, vittus, 
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N | It is abſolutely neceſſary, therefore, fre- 
ll | quently to renew the action in the inteſtinal 
0 canal and ſtomach, by a proper aliment, if 

we will give a due play to the whole machine. 


Nor are we to be ſo ſevere on the article of 
f | diet. Hippocrates himſelf orders us to pre- 
| . fer the meats which are moſt agreable to the 
| palate, although they ſhould not appear to 
1 us to be the moſt prudent. It is in vain 
| | therefore, to fix a rule for aliment to any 
diſorder, for there are certain *ſtomachs ſo 
-J eafily irritated and capricious, that what we 
it may think an eligible diet, may {till in 
ſome conſtitutions ſo much excite the inteſ- 
tines and ſtomach, as to deſtroy that recipro- 
cate action between the interior and exterior 
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Organs of the body, which alone can conſti- 
tute the true ſtate of health. 


It is a general oblervation: that the molt. 
ſprightly and ſenſible perſons are the moſt 


ee ad 


= 2 Rn. + OST CY yoo. = 2 
«xi * * 7 p bon wn hdr. 
4 Pry — * 


> 5 7 r 
—— C 


HE G OU T. 13 


ſubject to the gout. Perſons who employ the 
mind much, are very ſubject to its attack. For 
profound meditations muſt neceſſarily carry 
off the effort of action from the exterior 
organ of the body, and divert it towards the 
interior, which by this means becomes more 
active and ſenſible. It is this ſuperabundant 
action in the interior region which deſtroys, 
and diminiſhes the proper action of the ex- 
terior ſurface of the body, and diſpoſes the 
conſtitution to the hypochondriac affection, 
and the obſtruction of the viſcera. 


It was attempted to be prov d, in the Enquiry 
into the Influence of the Electric Fluid, on 


the ſtructure of Animated Beings, that every 


part of nature which had an exiſtence, mani- 


feſted an internal agent by which it was go- 
verned. This internal agent was called the 
propulſive force, and it was obſerved to con- 
tribute moſt eſſentially to the due ſtructure and 


formation of every part of animated nature. 


Thecircumambient atmoſphere was conſidered 
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as oppoſing that due degree of reaction, ſo as 
to confine the internal agent within its proper 


bounds. Hence ariſes that univerſal reci- 
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procity of action which renders every part 

of animated nature perfect. It is found to 

if be the ſame in either the locomotive or the 

. fixed vegetable tribe. The animal ceconomy 
| | | is Pry directed by the fame agents. 

| | om | We ſhall endeavor, 4 to inveſti- 

UN! gate the cauſes why northern nations are 

1 more ſubject to the hypochondriac paſſion 


than the ſouthern ones. — Why did the diſ- 
cerning Hippocrates mention in his apho- 


5 riſms, that the abdomen and belly, contained 
[il | naturally a greater degree of heat in the 
5 winter or the ſpring, and that the ſleep was 
li | longer at thoſe times than in ſummer? Why 

| | does he recommend to us to eat more in theſe 
nn 1: 119 00 ſeaſons i BY 
5 ET Ec. 

(i Ventres hieme & vere naturd calidiſſimi ſunt, 


et ſommi longiſſimi; in hs 1gutur temporibus etiam 
ehmenta plura exhibenda : innatum calorem 
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| majorem habent, nutrimento rgitur copnofore in- 


digent, indicium ſunt ætates & athlete, 


Is it not certain that the cold in northern 
climates (from the ſame reaſon) by con- 
ſtraining the action of the exterior organ of 
the body, or the cellulary-membrane, muſt 
Inevitably throw the current of theſe humors , 
which are to circulate in the exterior, upon 
the interior organs ?—This maſs of humors, 


thrown upon the viſcera, muſt neceſſarily 


form an obſtruction in the abdomen, unleſs 


it meets with a paſſage by which it may be 


diſcharged. 
Hoffman _ of the ſame opinion. 


« Thſe aer frigidus maxime infignem hoc in 
caſu obtinet potentiam, dum externam corporis 
fuperficiem conſtringendo, humores majori co- 
fia ad interiora agit, qui quo magis cumulantur 
eo es facilius 3 Jn % 
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This ſurcharge, the ſource of Hypochondri- 
aſm, gives a manifeſt trouble to the move- 
ments of the epigaſtric nerves. If carried to 


the higheſt pitch, it throws the whole machine 


into an inactive, inert ſtate. 

The gentle oſcillations of the humors, and 
the increaſed degree of animal heat within 
the belly, muſt, on the contrary, diſpoſe the 


inhabitants of the northern nations, to a 


greater degree of energy in the ſtomach, 


rendering them more voracious and. capable 


of digeſting more ſolid aliments. Theſe effects 
exciting the action of the ſtomach, by the in- 


fluence of the circumambient air, were known 
to Houlerius and Duretius. The firſt ſays: 
Allis longum iter per frigora et nives, aut 
alioqui externum frigus, inde affetlo flomacho 
Boœulimꝭ cauſa et —And the latter: Qui her 
Alpes iter faciunt cibos devorant & perpetua quaſi 


fame vexantur, ob frigus quo afficitur ſtomachus, 


It is certain, therefore, that the cold of 


winter concentrates the maſs of humors, cir- 


culating through the body, and drives it q 

5 17 . . . | 4 
towards the interior region. The powers are { 
conſequently lefs extended. It is not then 7 
without ſome foundation, that we aſſert, that 1 


the vigor and ſuperior courage of northern 
nations depend on this concentration of forces 


within the interior region of the body. The 
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inhabitants of cold countries require, there- 


£81" 20s 
3 


fore, a greater degree of aliment, to excite 


its action. But it muſt neceſſarily happen, 55 Ir 
| from theſe conſequences, that they are more | 
expoſed to a repletion and infarction of the 


viſcera, than the ſouthern nations. For the 


latter loſe more by ſenſible perſpiration, eat 4 

leſs abundantly,” and of a leſs ſubſtantial 4 

þ aliment. It was probably on ſuch princi- ; 
ples that Houlerius and Baglivius founded ET l 

the neceſſity of bleeding the inhabitants of ; 
ſouthern countries leſs than 3 the 
northern ones. 5 „„ : 
Animadvertendum (ſays Houlerius) pleuri- 4 

licos juvari Plilelomia locis per flatis ab aquilonibus, i 

„ L ldi 
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lzdi verò regionibus que obvertuntur auſtris.— 
And Baglivius, Hinc, fafum et, ut Aſclepiades 
0bſervaverit, teſte Cœlio Aureliano, cap de Hleu- 
ritide, Rome, (quod romani notant medici) & 


Athenis pleuriticos lædi d venæ ſectione, in Pario 
vero & Helleſponto juvari & recreari. 


For what reaſon could a phyſician of ſo 
much eminence in his profeſſion, as Sthaal, 
preſcribe bleeding in the feet, to ſeveral of 
his patients, in the Equinoxes ? This practice 
muſt, we confels, appear ſtrange to thoſe per- 
ſons who, attached to Boerhaave, have been 
taught to conſider the animal economy under 
no other point of view than as a mechanical 


automaton, or an acrimonious maſs of fluids. 


Sthaal learnt from obſervation, that nature 
was often oppreſsd by a load of matter 
which obſtructed her neceſſary functions. He 
had remarked likewiſe, that ſhe made violent 
efforts to rid herſelf of ſuch oppreſſions, by 
opening paſſages for this load of humors, 
Theſe efforts he called nfus evacuatorius. 


In his diſſertation on the porta venarum, 
horta malorum, he ſeems convinced that this 
repletion was fixed within the abdomen, and 
predominated moſt about the time of the 
Equinox. In conſequence Sthaal preferred 
bleeding in the foot to the arm, becauſe he 
was of opinion that this phlethora was fixed 
within the different ramifications of the vena 
porta, and imagined that the tibial had a 
more direct affinity with theſe, than the 
brachial veins. When nature cannot, there; 
fore, act of herſelf, bleeding in the feet ſeems 
much more proper to unload the different 
blood-veſſels of the abdominal viſcera, and 
to prevent the dangerous conſequences of 
ſuch obſtructions. A diſagreable train of 
afflictions are ſure to ſpring from them, but 
if nature is not too much curbed in her ac- 
cuſtomed taſk, ſhe generally brings on two 
methods of unloading the inteſtines and. 
viſcera, The gout and hemorrhoids. Theſe 
are the two diſorders which Sthaal thought 
it dangerous to prevent or cure. 


In 
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In almoſt every page of His works 6 read 


of diſorders cured by the natural flowi gs of 


the hemorrhoids, or by the application of the 
leeches. Hippocrates tells us, likewiſe, 
that man arrived at virillity becomes ſubject 
to the hemorrhoids. He tells us again, that 
they are ſalutary to the ſplenetic. 


All the northern nations are much more 
ſubject to this evacuation than the ſouthern. 
The advantage they receive from it, is the 


moſt complete proof that the quantity of 


blood to be evacuated i is ſuperfluous. Its a- 
hundante conſtrained the natural movements, 


fill'd the ramifications of the vena porta, and 
diſtended the different membranes, which 


lined and encloſed the whole extent of the in- 


teſtines. The utility of this hemorrhoidal 
flux, is no where ſo much manifeſted as by 


the many dangerous conſequences which fol- 


low its ſuppreſſion, Not only the voiding 


of blood, but the ſtranguary, and pain on 
making water, are very often relieved by 
provoking the hemorrhoids, Judge then how 
5 : 8 
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ſalutary this evacuation muſt prove to every { 

perſon, but more particularly ſo to thoſe who ; 

are born with an heriditary diſpoſition to 1 

this diſorder. n 9 

Qui ſanguinem (ſays Hippocrates) per ae f 

| venarum que in ano ſunt, proſundere folent 3 ii 
neque lateris dolore, Neque hulmonis inflammatione, 5 _®' 

neque ulcere excedente (quam phagedenam vocant) i 


neque ſurunculis corripiuntur, neque luberculis, 
que d ciceris ſimilitudine therminthi dicuntur, ac 
forte ne lepra quidem, fortaſs:s vero neque vitil- 
INginibus, ntempeſtive lamen curati multi, non | 
ita multo poſt Inujuſce morbis correpti ſunt, neque 1 


ita pernicioſe habuerunt, He farther tells us, 1 
that if we propoſe to cure the hemorrhoids | 
which have been of long ſtanding, it 1s ne- -Þ 
cefſary to keep one of them open, leaſt we = 
throw the patient either into a dropſy or con- - 
ſumption. —Hemorrhoides curanti diuturnas, = 
niſi una ſervata ſuerit, periculum eft ne hydrops 

| : : * 
ſuperveniat aut tabes. ; 
Happy i 

; 
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Happy then are thoſe perſons who ate 
ſubject to the hemorrhoidal diſcharge, ſince 
their flowing will ſcreen them from the moſt 
dangerous and obſtinate diſeaſes, and pre- 
vent not only the hypochondriac affections, 
but the gout alſo, 


Yet we are to obſerve, that this flux is 
ſometimes ſymptomatic, occaſioned by an 
obſtruction of the liver, ſpleen, &c. Some- 
times in the dropſy, far from curing this 
diforder, they conduct the unhappy patient 
much ſooner to the grave. The hemorr- 
hoids ſhould therefore rather be conſidered 
as the effect and cauſe of ſome obſtruction in 
the viſcera ; which only become affected be- 
cauſe this diſcharge does not manifeſt itſelf in 


the conſtitution, The true and ſalutary 


hemorrhoidial flux ſhould always be ac- 


companied with the evacuation of a critical 


matter along with the excrements. 


The gout may, and does often ſupply the 


place of the hemorrhoids, and is ſometimes 
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occaſioned by their ſuppreſſion. Far, how- 
ever, from conſidering the gout as hurtful, 
it is inconteſtable, that if duly fxed in the 

_ extremeties, it ſcreens the patient from other 
dangerous diſeaſes. It cauſes every diſorder 

. to diſappear. It is in this circumſtance that 
it ſeems to have ſo intimate a connection 
with the hemorrhoids. The ſource of theſe 
two diſorders is the ſame, and both are the 
conſequences of an effort of nature to un- 


— 


load the inteſtinal canal. 


The moſt inconteſtable proof that the gout 


and hemorrhoids are the ſame, is, that they 


often attack the ſame perſon alternity. When # 
: the hemorrhoids ceaſe the gout returns, and N 
the contrary, when the gout ceaſes, the = | . 
hemorrhoids begin to flow.—lt is, however. 


| » 945 
to be obſerved, that the former indicate more 
certainly the return of the gout, than the 5 
gout that of the hemorrhoids. e 


np 


* 
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The hemorrhoids evacuate and carry off 
the ſuperabundant blood and humors con- 


tained in the different ramifications of the 
vena porta, which by obſtructing nature, 
cauſed a great _oge ee of ſpaſm ii in the inteſ- 


tines . 


Should it be the extremeties which receive 
the efforts of this action, it is then that the 
violent efforts of the nervous ſyſtem become 
in a great degree more ſupportable. All 
the action before was ſettled upon the inteſ- 
tines, but the ſpaſm 1s by this means divided, 
and tends towards two different points of 
appuy, the one fixed upon the bowels, and 
the other on the extremeties. It is this ſu- 
perabundant afflux of the humors towards 
the feet that occaſion the {welling and redneſs 
in the gout. — Should the evacuation of the 


gouty matter be all thrown off, by per- 


ſpiration, or the feet, (a e which 
ſeldom, or perhaps never happens) it would 
carry along with it the cauſe which occaſioned 
the repletion of the bowels. Very rare in- 
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deed, does the inflammation of the hands or 
feet procure that abundant diſcharge of mat- 


ter, which the hemorrhoids are found to do. 
For which reaſon a part of the obſtruction 


will conſtantly remain within the inteſtines, 


to accumulate and attract a quantity of mat- 
ter, which the hemorrhoidal flux muſt at laſt 


evacuate. 


A fit of the gout is beſt relieved by an 
abundant evacuation, either by the inteſtines, 
or by perſpiration. Although perſpiration 


is found greatly to relieve the excruciating 


torment of the fit, yet the paroxyſm can 


never be complete, without an abundant 


evacuation by the inteſtines. Perſpiration 
does indeed evacuate part of that matter, 


which is thrown from the inteſtines to the 


exterior parts of the body, by the action of 


the cellulary- membrane, and the oſcillations. 


of the humors towards the ſkin. —But the 
part of the body, (that is to ſay the inteſtines) 
which is the true ſeat of the gout, is leſs 
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jj - relieved than when an abundant flowing of 
if | the hemorrhoids, or dejections by ſtool, 
| = open the bowels themſelves, to drain off the 
ſuperfluous matter. 


8 Fer e 


We appeal to the judgment of every per- 
ſon, who is ſo unhappy to be afflicted with 
the gout and piles, if the progreſs of nature 
| through theſe diſorders, is not properly 
1 deſcribed. Should the hemorrhoidal flux 
j 155 afflict them, then they have no fit of the 
gout, or only a very {light one - or, on the 
= contrary, when the fit 1s raging with its 
it _ utmoſt violence, ſhould the hemorrhoidal 


= : ow *. : * Ry 9a o 1 
3 % ˙ ; ⅛— .! - ], 
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| flux appear, the pains of the gout immediately 
1 1 aare calmed, if they do not intirely ceaſe to 


"wy _ alllict the patient. 


From all theſe circumſtances duly con- 
ſidered, does it not appear probable, that the 
hypochondriac, paſſion, the hemorrhoidal 
flux, and the gout, are only different ſtages 
of the ſame diſorder ? Their original cauſe 
is a fund of nervous irritation, and a re- 
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pletion of the different veſſels of the abdo- 


men. Hoffman ſays it is not probable that 
we can explain the true cauſes of the gout, 
but by the ſuperabundance of the blood, and 
the difficulty with which it circulates through 


the meſenteric ramifications, and the blood 


veſſels of the abdomen. 


Quin athriticus, et colicus ſpaſmodicus dolor 


nmam ſanguinis abundantiam, ejuſque impedi- 


tiorem per meſenterium et wiſcera abdominis 
 tranfitum, pro vera cauſa agnoſeat, mhul dubi- 
tandum eff. 


The hypochondriac paſſion conſidered as 
the principle of the gouty affections, it muſt 
follow, that every circumſtance which pro- 
motes hypochondriaſm, ſhould: be claſſed 
among the remote cauſes of the gout. Ex- 
ceſs in either eating or drinking, violent exer- 
ciſes, indolence, long and profound medi- 
tations, the changes of ſeaſons, immoderate 
uſe of the venereal pleaſures, and even age 

itſelf 
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itſelf may bring on the gout.— But we ought 
ſtrictly to conſider this diſorder as nothing 
more than an acute criſis of hypochondriaſm, 
and as an affection of the moſt happy con- 
ſequences to thoſe perſons who are either 
born with, or have acquired an organical diſ- 
poſition to become hypochondriac or melan- 


choly. 


Far from dreading the appearance of 
the gout, we ought on the contrary to con- 
ſider it as a ſalutary effort of nature to diſ- 
burthen the bowels, after a long obſtruc- 
tion and debility. Sometimes an irritating 
| cauſe may (like the action of cold upon 
the exterior ſurface of the body) curb the 
actions of the various fluids, which circulate 
through the great region of the cellulary- 
membrane, and make them ruſh back upon 
the inteſtines. So likewiſe, the immoderate 
uſe of hot and ſpirituous liquors, may fa- 
tigue the ſtomach and inteſtines, and occaſion 
a violent degree of ſpaſm in their ſeveral 
nerves. 


= 


The gout produces generally the ſame 


happy effects, as thoſe abceſſes, which affli& 


the parotids after long and painful malignant 


fevers, For if this diſorder is once properly 


characterized, the patient is out of danger. 


Ven ob podagram, ſays Baglivius, ſed qua 


podagra ad ariiculos non defluit, moriuntur &gY0- 


Antes. 


\ 


But it is not the ſame with this diſorder, 
when in that undecided ſtate, which ſome 


phyſicians have very ineligantly diſtinguiſh'd 
by the title of dumb and deaf gout, —This diſ- 


order, properly ſpeaking, does not - merit 


the appellation of true gout, until the ar- 


ticulations are manifeſtly affected. For 


which reaſon I ſhall beg leave to call them 


by the name of erratic-gouts. They are 


proportionably dangerous, as they imitate 


the various diſorders of the human body, 


according to the different organs which they 


allect.— For example: If the gonty matter 


falls upon the lungs, it affects them like the 


true 
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true or falſe peripneumonia. But if the 
part to which the gouty matter ſeems to tend, 
L be either too weak to enter into action, or 
incapable of receiving the whole torrent of 
the humors, in ſuch caſe the ſpaſm is gene- 
rally ſuperabundant in the bowels, and 
ſometimes carries off the patient in a few 
hours. When the diaphragm, or the phre- 
nic-centers are affected, the patient generally 
dies ſuffocated, after ſuffering the molt ex- 
cruciating torments. 


It is this ſpecies of erratic-gout, that moſt 
commonly afflicts thoſe women who are either 
irregular or ſuppreſſed i in their catamenia,— 
This periodical flux (like the 4.) 
carries off thoſe ſuperabundant humors which 
obſtruct the inteſtines, and that ſpecies of 
gout which is produced from the ſurcharge 
of the bowels. Should theſe ſalutary eva- 
cuations, on the contrary be ſuppreſſed, the 
ſuperfluous humors add to the general re- 
pletion, and cauſe the various kinds of 


melancholy, ſpleen, or vapors. Mulier, ſays. 
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Hippocrates, non laborat podagrd, Na 5 
ei defecerint. 


Such are the views in which I have 


been taught to conſider the gout, with Hip- 


pocrates, Hoffman, and Sthaal, under the 


friendly inſtructions of Meſſrs. Robert, de 


Bordeu, Fouquet, La Caze, Vennel, &c. 


I ſhall next proceed ti to conſider the proba- 
bility of 1 its cue. 


If we confider the inteſtinal canal and 


ſtomach, as placed in the two grand regions 


of the cellulary- membrane, we may eaſily 
conceive how much the regularity of their 
movements influence upon the ſtate of health. 
The ſtomach, the inteſtinal canal, and the 


diaphragm, are in a continual ſtate of motion. 


Their ſituation gives them a deſpotic influ- 
ence over every part of the body, and they 
direct the different actions of it according to 
their ſuperiority.— The diaphragm, the prin- 
ipal and univerſal agent, modifies the vari- 
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ous movements of the ſtomach, which in its 


turn exerts a ſimilar action on the whole 


inteſtinal canal, and they again move all 
together by a reciprocal influence. —Theſe 
three organs are the moderators and antago- 
niſts to the whole region of the cellulary- 
membrane. They are in a continual ſtate 
of action and reaction. It is this equilibrium 
which conſtitutes the perfect ſtate of health, 
and aids the action of every organic part of 
the body. If interrupted, diſorder and con- 


fuſion begin to reign, and. the ſtate of dif- 


eaſe unavoidably follows. 
If we inveſtigate the cauſe of moſt diſeaſes, 
we ſhall find them proceed from an irregular 


action in theſe diff erent Organs. 


Now the effects produced by theſe diffe- 


rent cauſes, are found to ſuſpend the action 


in thoſe organs, which nature has placed 
more immediately to direct the various ſecre- 
tions and excretions of the body, — The in- 
terruption of them muſt neceſſarily promote 
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the forming of obſtructions: to deſtroy which, 
nature makes uſe of various efforts. 


The peritoneum, the epiploon, the meſen- 


tery, and the cellulary-membrane which 


unites them: the membranes of the ſtomach 
and inteſtines, the ſpleen, liver, and different 
branches of the vena porta, are the parts to- 
wards which the ſuperabundant quantity of 
the fluids are naturally diſpoſed to tend. SO 


likewiſe the whole ſpongiform ſubſtance is 
ſuſceptible of ſuch obſtructions, but then they 


are, in fact, neither ſo conſiderable, or ſo 


frequent. 


When the oſcillations of the human fluids 


are more immediately directed towards the 
interior organ of the body, it 1s not aſtoniſh- 
ing that the ſtomach, inteſtines, and the dif- 
ferent organs placed within the abdomen, 
ſhould be the moſt ſubject to obſtructions. 
The interior organ ought, likewiſe, to be the 


moſt frequent ſource of our diſeaſes, And, 
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as was before obſerved, the infarctions of the 
abdominal viſcera prove the true cauſes of 


hypochondriaſm. 


The hypochondriac affection or melan- 


cholia is owing to a ſuperabundant quantity 
of the fluids directing themſelves towards the 


interior region of the body. Conſequently 


certain organs are oppreſſed with too great 
a degree of action, and others entirely de- 


prived of any. 


We ſhall not be ſurprized that a ſuper- 


abundant quantity of fluids concentrate them- 


ſelves in the inteſtines, if we conſider how 
few men obſerve the following precept with 
prudence : Sanitatis ftudium eft, non ſatiari 
cibis, et impigrum ejje ad laborem. ; 


Or, S inventa ſuerit, ſays Hippocrates, ci- 
borum menfura et laborum ad unami quam que na- 
turam numerus, ua ut exceſſus, Neque ſupra, neque 
Infra modum fiat, inventa ſani exatle fueril hoe 


# 
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minibus ſanilas.— May it not, however, be 


eſtabliſhed as an univerſal principle, that men 


in general take a larger quantity of aliment 


than 1s neceſſary for the ſupport of nature ? 


Whereas, if the quantity of aliment was pro- 


portioned to the neceſſities of the individual, 


then the digeſtion ſhould be always perfect. 


But when the ſtomach is overloaded with 
food, the digeſtion becomes long and painful, 


and this organ is kept in a ſeverer action than 
it ought. By theſe indigeſtions, the center 
of action is concentrated in the ſtomach, 


where, if they continue long, they occaſion. 


a general ſpaſm, which manifeſts itſelf by a 


chillineſs, head- ach, inclination to ſleep, and 


tremblings. 


Such is the life of perſons who are given 


up to intemperance, they either die appo- 
plective, or their bowels are fill'd with ob- 


ſtructions, and they become truly hypochon- 


driac. 


Should 
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Should an exceſs of wine be added to that 
of aliment, it conſiderably increaſes the ſpaſm 


of the interior region.—For the exceſs of 


wine and ſtrong liquors cauſe ſuch a degree 


of irritation in the bowels, that the whole 


forces of the body ſeem concentrated there, 
and the exterior organ is entirely deprived 


of action. 


This irritation does not depend (as it is 
mentioned in ſeveral authors) from the ſpi- 
rituous part of the wine mixing with the 
blood, and by compreſſing the brain cauſes 
that inſenſibility which is to be obſerved in 
perſons who are inebriated with ſtrong li- 
quors. The ſtrongeſt proof that the various 


ſymptoms of ebriety are cauſed by the action 


of wine upon the inteſtines is, that they in- 
tirely diſappear if the perſon vomits. Every 


thing, therefore, which can call the oſcilla- 
tions of the various fluids towards the interior 


region of the body, may be ranked among 
the cauſes of hypochondriaſm. The gout 


being conſider'd as an acute paroxyſm of the 
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hypochondriac paſſion, it muſt follow, that 
the cure of one muſt be ſalutary to the other. 
The hemorrhoidal flux is the moſt certain 
and deſirable cure for the hypochondriac 
paſſion. Hippocrates tells us:. Melancholicis, 
hemmorrhoides ſupervenientes b onum.—lt often 
happens, however, that nature does not in- 


dicate to the phyſician, that ſhe is occupied 


in procuring this ſalutary flux. What is 


to be done in ſuch a caſe? Endeavor to pro- 
voke them. Sometimes we may ſucceed by 


the uſe of aloes and its preparations, but the 
moſt certain method is the aplication of the _ 


hirudines tO the anus, which by emptying 


the hemorrhoidal veins, diminiſh the ſuper- 


abundant maſs of fluids contained in the dif- 
ferent branches of the vena porta. 


To thoſe perſons who are deſirous of pre- 


venting either of theſe inconveniencies, we 


recommend the oblervation of the following 


precepts from the Salernian ſchool; — 
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7 vis te reddere Jamm : 
Curas tolle graves, iraſci crede profanum, 
Parce mero, cenato parum ; non fit bibi vanum 


Surgere poſt epulas. y 


— Although it has been already mentioned 
that the gout was one of thoſe diſorders, 
which it was imprudent to think of curing ; 
yet there is a ſpecies of this diſorder, which 
cannot reſiſt the force of all remedies. Even 
in the very worſt ſtage of it, when the vari- 

ous joints of the body, are ſome of them 
deprived of their natural motion, and others 
loaded with a thick coagulated ſerum, yet a 
remedy has been found to ſet them free, and 
ſeems to bid defiance to that line of Ovid, 


which ſays — 


Solvere nodoſam, neſcit medicina podagram ? 


— This medicine is the hyoſcyamus albus. Tho' 
rejected in the preſent practice, it has been 
given internally by Hippocrates and ſome 
of the ancient phyſicians, as mentioned by 


1 


uſe, however, requires the niceſt precautions, 
but what it will effect, may be ſeen from 


the following remarkable circumſtance. 


There lived in the citadel of Montpellier, 
a woman who had been afflicted for fourteen 


years with a rheumatic gout, —One of her 


knees, her wriſts and hands, with ſome of 


her fingers, were ſo affected, as to be en- 
tirely deprived of motion. The leaſt preſſure 
on the parts gave her pain. In this condition 
ſhe applied to Dr. Fouquet, (the king's phy- 
ſician to the citadel, under whom I was then 
ſtudying) for relief. He propoſed treating 
her by the extract made from the leaves of 
this plant, and form'd into pills On the 16th 
of Sep. 1769, ſhe took a pill, containing half 
a grain of the hyoſcyamus, going to bed, 
drinking after it half a glaſs- full of the decoc- 


tion of the great bardana root. 


F The 
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M. Le Clerc, in his hiſtory of phyſic. Its 
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The doſe was increaſed * nature ſeem'd 
to ſupport it, ſo that by the 2d of October, 


ſhe took three pills of a grain each per diem, 


and found herſelf ſo much relieved by their 
uſe, that ſhe was able to make her bread, and 
ſew with her needle; a circumſtance the more 
extraordinary, as ſhe had not been able to do 


the ſame for ſix or ſeven years paſt. 


She was order'd half a grain of ipecocoana 


every day, in a baſon of ſoup. 


October 12, 1769, ſhe takes two pills of 
a grain each, in the morning, and the ſame 
quantity at night.— The fingers move freely, 


and the wriſts are ſomething more at liberty, 


she now makes her own bread, —The tu- 


mor of the knee diminiſhes, and the morbific 
matter ſeems to be in motion, as ſhe com- 
plains of a pain and tenderneſs in the foot of 
the ſame leg. — The patient who ſome time 
ago was obliged to take a grain of opium 


every night, to procure her ſome alleviation 
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from the intenſe pain ſhe ſuffered, now ſleeps. 


perfectly well without the opium, and feels 


ſcarce any pain when in bed. 


Odd ober 21, 1769, ſhe took five grains of 
the extract every day, — The ſwelling of the 
knee became red and painful ; a poultice of 
cooling herbs was *pply'* d, which procured 
relief. 


The goth of October ſhe found herſelf till 


growing better, and had increaſed the doſe 


to ſix grains every day. 


November 14, 1769, I ſaw her in the 


great ſquare of Notre Dame, to which place 
ſhe had been able to walk (a full mile) by 
the help of her ſlick, although ſhe had not 
been able to go out of the citadel before that 


time for the laſt five n | 


The doſe was increaſed to eight grains, but 


the medicine was obliged to be diſcontinued 
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on account of the winter coming on very faſt. 
I ſaw her in the month of April, 1770, ſeem- 
ingly in perfect health and ſpirits, tho not 


intirely free from her gout. 


It is to be obſerved, as a circumſtance moſt 
eſſential to a ſafe and ſure practice, that the 


ſpecies of gout here mentioned, differs very 
much from thoſe inflammatory tumors which 


conſtitute a true gout, —The firſt ſpecies is, 
properly ſpeaking, certain cold tumors, men- 
tioned by the ancients, derived from an im- 
perfect elaboration of the lymph. It is in 
ſuch caſes only that the hyoſcyamus can pro- 
duce ſuch brilliant effects. 


This medicine may likewiſe be given with 
great advantage in thoſe infarctions of the 
bowels and obſtructions of the viſcera, which 
are produced from a ſuppreſſion of the cata- 
menia in women. 


A young woman aged 29 years, and very 
irregular in her catamenia, was attacked with 


a ſpitting of blood, attended with palpitations 
of the heart, frequent nauſeas and vomitings, 


ſwelling of the feet, and a conſiderable tumor 
in the region of the ſpleen, reaching towards 


the ſtomach. The extract of the hyoſcyamus 
albus was given her in gradual doſes, to the 
amount of twelve grains every day. In two 
months this medicine entirely reduced the 
tumor of the ſpleen, had eaſed her pains, pro- 


| Cured her an appetite, and the catamenia.— 


Neglecting, however, to continue the uſe of 


the pills, her diſorder returned in about 


three months. 


The celebrated M. de la Mure, of their 


univerſity, has long continued to take the 


hyoſcyamus for 2 cataract which affected his | 


fight -M. Montet, apothecary in Mont- 


pellier, has given it with ſucceſs in the ſame 


diſorder. 


It is a medicine which requires the greateſt 


precaution in its uſe, but is at preſent daily 


given 
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given in the Military Hoſpital, under the 
direction of Dr. Fouquet, who performs very 
ſurprizing cures with it in the ſcrophula and 
cancerous complaints. 


We have another great reſource againſt the 
gout, among the claſs of purgatives.—By 
their aid we are capable of putting the whole 
inteſtinal canal in action, and reſtoring the 
due degree of movement to the various or- 
gans which are connected with it. But how- 
ever efficacious the claſs of purgatives is ſome- 
times found to be, in treating the hypochon- 
driac affection, and thoſe diſorders which are 
derived from it, we are not to flatter our- 
ſelves that we can always give them with 
either certainty or ſucceſs. —If the bowels 
have naturally a great degree of irritability, 
then we are undoubtedly obliged to prepare 
our patients for their action, by adminiſtring 
ſoft and emulſive decoQtions.—If we neglect 
this neceſſary point, we often produce a mani- 
feſt injury by their uſe. 
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The ſectators for Sydenham vill un- 


doubtedly reply, that the uſe of purgatives 


were always look'd upon (by him) as dan- 
gerous in hypochondriac affections. On the 


contrary, thoſe perſons who have all that 


veneration which is due to ſo great a prac- 
titioner as Hippocrates, will obſerve that he 


recommends their uſe 


| Melancholicos autem uberiũs deorſum purgabis. 


The frequent uſe of milk ſeems to promiſe 


ſome favorable advantages to conquer this 


diſorder, for as it not only ſoftens but calms 


the irregularity in the action of the nerves, 


it may deſtroy the ſpaſm of the interior re- 
gion.—1 have known it given with ſucceſs to 
perſons afflicted with cholics, wind, and 


habitual nauſeas. 


In other caſes, where the inteſtines appear 
to be, as it were, in an indolent and inert 
ſtate, cathartic medicines, added to tonic 

. ones, 
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ones, are properly indicated. Such are the 
Juices of various plants, martial medicines, 
bitter extracts, myrrh, aloes, and caſtor. 


We mentioned before, that Sthaal did not 
conſider the gout as a dangerous diſeaſe. He 
neither wiſhed to prevent or cure it. Is it then 
poſſible to imagine, that he meant to cure the 
gout, by bleeding ſeveral of his patients in the 
feet at every return of the Equinox? He could 
not dread the appearance of the hemorr- 
hoidal flux, fince he was ſo well convinced 
of its ſalutary evacuations, and had even 
compoſed a pill (which now bears his name) 
to provoke them. But he had obſervingly 
conſider'd thoſe efforts which nature made 
to throw off the ſuperabundant maſs of 
humors with which ſhe was oppreſs d. 
If, ſays this experienced practitioner, theſe 
efforts of nature, inſtead of being directed to 
the hemorrhoidal veſſels, ſhould be thrown 
upon the breaſt, and produce a ſpitting of 
blood, or an ulcer in the lungs, the moſt , 
dangerous conſequences muſt follow, if not 
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death itſelf. There is no doubt but Staahl 
thought he could prevent a ſpitting of blood 
by it, as he propoſes bleeding to hinder its 


taking place. —The conſumption may then 
be added to that melancholy catalogue of 
diſeaſes produced from hypochondriaſm, or 


a repletion in the blood - veſſels of the ab- 


domen.—A diſpoſition to hypochondriaſm, 
is therefore a diſpoſition to a conſumption, 
and there are whole families, in whom there 
are found an hereditary propenſity to theſe 


diſorders, as well as to the gout, hemorr- 


hoids, and ſtone. They are all produced 


from the ſame effort that nature makes to 
free herſelf from that load of ſuperabundant 
humors by which the bowels are oppreſſed. 
In conſequence of which we ought to be 


very careful how we treat the hemorrhoids - 


that are produced from this firſt cauſe, (hy- 
pochondriaſm) leaſt to the train of ills already 


mentioned ; we add another dangerous one, 


the dropſy. 
G _ Hippocrates 
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Hippocrates cautions us againſt this circum- 
ſtance, in his 6th ſection and 12th aphoriſm. 
For the dropſy, properly ſpeaking, is pro- 


duced from an obſtruction in the abdominal 


viſcera, and a diminution or diſgregation of 


forces in ſome one or other of the organs of 


life. This circumſtance is evidently confirm d 
by obſerving the utility of evacuations. A 
ſuppreſſion of an hemorrhoidal flux, which 
nature had brought on to unload the abdo- 


minal viſcera, has oftentimes thrown the 


patient into a confirm'd dropſy. 


There are likewiſe certain ſpecies of con- 
vulſive cholics, which appear to have the 


greateſt affinity with the gout and hemorr- 


| hoids. Baglivius obſerved that a fit of the 
gout was often preceded by pains of the 


cholic, which had no ſooner ceaſed than the 
gout declared itſetf.—Moſt of the German 
phyficians know from obſervation, that when 
the hemorrhoids ceaſe to flow, they caule 
the moſt excruciating torments in the bowels, 


for which reaſon they diſtinguiſh ſuch pains 
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by the name of hemorrhoidal colt Tl 5 


cholic mentioned by Hippocrates, under the | 
appellation of ileus hematites, or bloody cholic, 8 Fs 
was probably the ſame diſorder.— Hoffman 9 
calls it by the ſame name, | 
F 
Whenever the ſpaſms which are occaſioned —— # 

by theſe cholics, fix themſelves in the foot j 
or knee, or ſome one of the articulations, þ 
they occaſion a fit of the gout upon the # 


part.—Should the hemorrhoidal flux appear, 
the pains ceaſe, Sometimes bilious matter 
| thrown up from the ſtomach, carry off 
the fit: or in others a dyſentery has 


oftentimes produced the ſame effect, —All 
theſe circumſtances ſerve to corroborate our 
opinion, that the cauſe of the gout is formed 


within the inteſtines. 


Hippocrates mentions the cure of a perſon f 
| afflicted with pains in the upper part of a ä 
the colon, which ceaſed to torment him when | 
the articulations were affeted.—I knew a q 
1 
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man, ſays Raygerus, who was tormented 


with a painful cholic, which left him im- 


mediately upon the appearance of the gouty 
pains in the extremeties.—Solenander, in his 


conſultations, relates the caſe of a woman, 
who was alternately afflicted with pains of 
the gout and cholic.—May we not therefore 
ſuppoſe, that the ſpecies of cholic which 1s 
found to be endemic to thoſe countries, in 
which the frequent uſe of cider is obſerved, 
is only the forerunner of this diſorder, oc- 
caſioned by thoſe obſtructions in the bowels 
which this liquor is found to promote ?— 


Such 1s that one which is call'd the Devon- 


ſhire and Poitou cholic. The gout is com- 
mon in cider countries, in N ormandy, 
Poitou and Devonſhire. —The hemorrhoids 
in thoſe countries where the uſe of wine 


is frequent. 


| Rejecting all idea of lead or copper parti- 
cles, as the only true cauſe of the Poitou and 
Devonſhire cholic, we ſhould rather conſider 


them as derived from one general ſource with 
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the gout, hemorrhoids and conſumption: that 
is to ſay, from all thoſe cauſes which are found 
to produce an obſtruction in the viſcera, the 
hypochondriac paſſion or melancholy. 


It muſt follow, 3 from what has 
been already mentioned, that the gout, the 
hemorrhoids, dropſy, certain colics, and 
conſumption, are different branches produced | 


from the hypochondriac paſſion. 


It ſhould ſeem then, not to be the leaſt 
repugnant to nature and obſervation, when 


we aſſert, that numbers of our countrymen 


would eſcape the cruel ravages of a danger- 
ous melancholy, ſpleen, conſumption or 
dropſy, provided the hemorrhoidal flux was 
as frequent as it is in Germany, or the gout 
in Normandy.— Born as we are with conſti- 
tutional diſpoſitions, added to the effects of 
climate, and our mode of living, we become 


firſt hypochondriac.— If nature befriends us, 


we are deliver d from its cruel ravages when 


either 


34 8 SAY ON 


either the gout or hemorrhoids appear. And 
ſhould either of theſe laſt diſorders be pro- 
perly confirm'd, we are from that epocha (I 
mean of their continuance) intirely deliver'd. 
from the "cruel ravages of the ſpleen, con- 
ſumption and dropſy. The human conſti- 
tution, directed by the powerful hand of 
nature, is invariable. If it was not, how 
would it be poſſible to prove that the 
Germans ſhould have a greater propenſity 
to the hemorrhoids, or the Engliſh to 
the gout? I explain myſelf, —If the gout 
depended, as Dr. Cheyne and ſome later 
authors pretend, in tartarous or other ſalts, 
introduced into the blood by the food, I ſay, 
in ſuch caſe, why ſhould women be leſs ſub- 
ject to, or never experience a true fixed 
gout, while they continue regular in the 
catamenia, or men leſs ſubje& to it when 
they are incommoded with the hemorr- 
hoidal flux. To inveſtigate this matter 
more attentively, we may aſk, Why ſhould 
the hemorrhoidal flux be, as it were, pecu- 
har to the Venetians, in preference to the 


vther parts of Italy and Greece? To Padoua 
and Milan, as for example, or to the inhabi- 
tants of Sclavonia The characters of the 
Engliſh and Germans correſpond in many 
reſpects, more than either of theſe nations 
are found to do with the manners of the 
French or Italians. This identity of cha- 
racter is probably the reſult of the air ii 
England and Germany, which in theſe two 


nations ſeems to direct the oſcillatiotis of the 
humors and the center of their action towards 
the inteſtines. The ſame reaſon will convince 
us, that tlie ſituation of Venice in the Adri- 


atic ſea (by which it is ſurrounded) ought 6 
likewiſe, by the cool vapors which are raiſed, . 
and in which the inhabitants reſpire and þ 
exiſt, to diſpoſe the current of the humors 7 
to the interior region of the body, more : 
than on the continent, where the air does | Y 
not ſeem to poſſeſs the ſame degree of hu- | - 
midity. But then it may be aſked, Why, 8 
if the tendency towards the interior region h 
* the body ſhould be nearly the ſame in | q 
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England and Germany, does not each nation 
become equally ſubject to the hemorrhoidal 
flux? I anſwer, it is probable they would 
be equally ſo, if the former were more fre- 
quent in the uſe of wine, and the latter more 
penſive and ſtudious. For it is preſumed, 
that the greateſt inconveniency which would 
commonly happen to the Engliſh, from their 


more liberal uſe of wine would be, frequent 


hemorrhoidal fluxes as to the Germans. 


The uſe of malt liquors and cyder pro- 
duces all the bad conſequences of an impru- 
dent uſe of wine, without its good effects. 
— That is to fay, inſtead of aiding the ex- 
cretion of the hemorrhoidal flux, it occa- 
ſions fl atulencies, cholics, and fixes the 
abundant fluids on the inteſtines.— Among 
the Engliſh, the efforts of nature in general 
are too much concentrated in the bowels, 
which diſpoſe them more peculiarly to hypo- 
chondriaſm. The oſcillations of the humors 


are curb d, and confin'd by too frequent medi- 


1 
1 4 


rus © O'U-T; . 


tations, to the diaphragmatic center. Thus 
from moral cauſes, ſuch as frequent medi- 
tations, and a life of inactivity which is a 


general conſequence of it, the body is more 


diſpoſed to become hypochondriac. 


As moral cauſes are found to influence in 


a great degree upon the Engliſh conſtitution, 


ſo phyfical ones may chiefly be obſerved to 
direct that of the Germans. T his laſt nation 
is in general leſs given to meditations, leſs 
commercial, more frequent in the uſe of 
wine.— The efforts of nature are more free, 
more extended, the diaphragmatic center leſs 
agitated, conſequently they are more ſubject 
to the hemorrhoidal flux. 


There are undoubtedly certain variations 
and cauſes in the air, which diſpoſe the 
human conſtitution to the gout or hemorr- 
hoids. A cold air which conſtringes the 
ſkin, and binders the great current of hu- 


mors through the whole region of the cellu- 
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lary- membrane, muſt, by conſtraining the 
action in the exterior organ of the body, 
drive the whole maſs upon the interior part. 
This repletion of the bowels oppreſſes the 

natural conſtitution of the body, while the 
efforts of nature, to relieve herſelf, throws 
them back again (if they are ſufficiently 
ſtrong) either on the articulations where 
they form the gout, or towards the hemorr- 
hoidal veſſels, where they evacuate the abun- 
dant maſs.— The warm air, on the contrary, 
facilitates the action of the exterior organ, 
nature can unfold her efforts with more eaſe, 
and ſhe directs, by theſe efforts, the oſcilla- 
tions of the fluids towards the ſkin, and the 
region of the cellulary- membrane. In con- 
ſequence of which, that general cauſe aſſigned 
as the true ſource of gout, dropſy, con- 
ſumption, or the hemorrhoidal flux, is 
mitigated by the various phenomena of na- 
ture herſelf.— The bowels become leſs op- 
preſſed, and the interior region acts with 
- equal oſcillations towards the exterior part 
of the body, —This is no new doctrine, but 


a * 
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founded on that ſublime aphoriſm of Hip- 
pocrates, which I have never ceaſed to con- 
ſider. Ventres haeme, Sc. It is the ſame 
thing, which in my Enquiry into Animated 
Beings, I have demonſtrated by * pro- 
pulſive force. 


How vain then! How abſurd all attempts 


to cure a confirmed gout. Who indeed 
would wiſh for a cure, when the conſe- 
quence might produce either a n or 
anf inn ? 


4 we cannot, nor would it be 
prudent to attempt the cure of the gout, 
when fixed in either the hands or feet, yet 
we can, and would recommend to every per- 
ſon, to endeavor to prevent it. For which 
purpole, let them take every method to keep 
up the action in the exterior organ of the 
body, ſuch as equitation, walking, tennis, 
or other games in which the muſcles are em- 
ployed, and the exterior ſurface, the ſkin, 

He | expoſed 
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expoſed to the conſtant action of the air. 
Let them, if ſubject to the hemorrhoidal flux, 
be cautious of its ſuppreſſion, or ſometimes 
endeavor to promote it, by a more copious 
ule of wine, and purgative medicines, pro- 


vided the bowels ſeem loaded and obſtructed, 


but be cautious in its uſe, (wine) whenever 
this flux is ſuddenly ſuppreſſed.— The con- 
tinued uſe of ſtrong liquors is dangerous, 


but a prudent uſe of wine promotes the 


aktion of the interior region, and conſequently 
renders the bowels leſs ſubject to a ſurcharge. 
If ſtudious, let them often take exerciſe 


with their ſtudies. Such are the general pre- 


cCautions. Particular ones, of which phyſi- 


cians, or thoſe who ſtudy nature, can only 
be the judge, are bleeding in the feet at the 


equinoxes, iſſues, long voyages in warm cli- 


mates, travelling, leeches to the hemorr- 
hoidal veſſels, and ſoftening and calming 
decoftions. 


An active life is above all recommended. 


For indolence is morally conſidered as the 


/ 


? 
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mother of every vice; religion calls it a 
capital crime; and phyſicians the ſource of 
every evil. With ſuch precautions, if the 
gout, and other dangerous diſorders are 
not prevented, yet they muſt be conſiderably 
leſſened; and a life free from pain, ſuc- 
ceed to one oppreſſed with bitterneſs and 
ſufferings. 15 


We ſhall make no „ (to thoſe per- 
ſons who are taught to conſider diſorders, as 
they are repreſented by the embelliſhed 15 
tems of medical writers) for having claſſed 
gout, dropſy, conſumption, cholic, &c. 
under one head, and having deduced them 
from the general cauſe of the hypochondriac 
paſſion. Nothing, it is true, is ſo common, 
as to hear of perſons laboring under a com- 
plication of complaints. We often hear of 
perſons who are troubled with gout, dropſy 
and ſtone, when in fact, they are but one 
and the ſame diſeaſe, and produced perhaps 
from the ſame general cauſe. No phyſician, 


we. 
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we preſume, would in ſuch a gouty patient, 
refer to his medical books for the cure of the 
dropſy and ſtone, and treat them as three 
different diſorders. He certainly would ſhew 
himſelf to be the moſt experienced practiti- 
oner, who, by exciting the hemorrhoidal flux, 
ſhould free the patient from therm all. Such 


a circumſtance is by no means impoſſible. 


Ever attentive to the doctrine of the diſ- 
cerning Hippocrates, I am happy to confirm 
my ſuppoſitions by a paſſage from his works, 
in which he ſays, that diſorders would be 
found (from a ſtrict enquiry) to have the ſame 
progreſs, and one ſimilar cauſe, altho they 
appear to be of different kinds, becauſe they 
afflict various parts of the body. —Morborum 
autem omnium cum idem modus fit ; locus tamen 
diverſus eſt ; morbi igitur ob locorum varietatenz 
& diſſimilitudinem, nihil inter ſe ſimile habere vi- 
dentur, eſt tamen una et eadem ommium morborum 

forma et cauſa.” How much ſuperior are ſuch 
ſublime ideas when oppoled, to even the 
brilliant theory of a Boerhaave ? Does not 
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the idea of one cauſe, and. the ſame progreſs 


in diſeaſes, moſt evidently prove to us, that 


this venerable practitioner, had obſerved the 


_ neceſſity of attributing every operation in 
nature to one univerſal agent? lt is the air, 


ſays he, which ſupports life, and directs the 
progreſsof diſeaſes. * Aer maximus eft in omnibus 
quæ corpori accidumt, vitæ et morborum dominus. 


Do we want any other proof to convince us 
that he had conſider'd and ſtudied: his art, as 
a man of genius? Had he but known the 
adtion of the nerves, their mechaniſm, with 
the ſtructure of the cellulary-membrane, he 


would have left us the true deſideratum of our 
art, a complete doctrine of. diſeaſes HO] 


many ſyſtems would then have been avoided; 
whoſe effects, when ſubmitted to the teſt of 
practice, have proved ſo dangerous to man- 


kind. 


To return to our ſubject. I have already 
ſuppoled. that there may be an hereditary; 
diſpoſition to the diſorder we are treating, I. 

mean 
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mean the gout.— I mentioned afterwards, 
that the effects of climate diſpoſed the En- 
gliſh to become hypochondriac,—This point 
is what we are next to prove.—Hippocrates, 
we are to obſerve, wrote in a climate, mild 
and little ſubject to variations. When he 
ſaw diſorders, be found them in conſe- 
quence more certain than what we can expect 
under ſo variable a ſky as England —He was 
by no means a ſtranger to their irregular 
courle, when the ſeaſon of the year was 
variable.—In autumn for example.—for he 
tells us, that when the weather is uncertain, 
diſorders are judged with difficulty, — In 
inconſtantibus autem inconflantes & difficiles judi- 
cantur.” —He ſays moreover, that if the air 
be alternately warm and cold in the ſame _ 
day, we may expect autumnal diſeaſes, —** In 
temporibus, quando eodem die modo calor, modo 
frigus, autumnales morbos expectare oportet.”— 
Ought we then to expect a regular progreſs 
in diſorders, in our northern and uncertain 
climates, where the oreateſt part of the year 


is, as it were, one continued autumn? Hip- 


pocrates tells us, we are not, becauſe, if the 
weather is uncertain, the progreſs of diſeaſes 
will be ſo likewiſe, 


— 


The various phenomena in nature, ſerve 


to convince us of the truth of that ſublime 
aphoriſm, which J have juſt mentioned, viz. 
that the ſtomach and abdomen have naturally 
a greater degree of heat in the winter and the 
ſpring: or, what is nearly the ſame, chat the 
tide of floating humors which circulate thro 


the body, is leſs diſpoſed to croud upon the 


interior region during thoſe ſeaſons. From 


theſe circumſtances, the center of action 
becomes different in the human ſtructure. 
Sometimes the abdomen is oppreſſed by the 
too abundant afflux, or the interior region 
having the greateſt degree of relative force 
throws it out again upon the exterior organ 
of the body, in the cellulary- membrane. 
Theſe frequent changes in the currents of 
the animal fluids, when too often repeated, 
muſt weaken the efforts in the various organs 
1 Neef 
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of the body.—In the vernal ſeaſon of the 
year, nature tends to unfold her powers, by 
the aid of the invigorating warmth and rare- 
faction of the circumambient atmoſphere. 
In autumn, on the contrary, her powers are 
more concentrated and reſtrained, Now as 
the autumnal influence of the air, in our 
variable and uncertain climates, rather tend 
to concentrate and curb the action of the in- 
terior region, than to promote it, it muſt 
undoubtedly render 1t ſuſceptible of a ſur- 
charge. Such are the prediſpoſing canſes de- 
rived from our variable climate, to which we 
may add, that there is a certain age, likewiſe, 
in the life of man, which manifeſtly favors 
this repletion of the abdominal viſcera, No 
wonder then, if warm climates, by extending 
the action of the exterior organ, ſhould afford 
relief to ſuch perſons troubled with the 
hypochondriac paſſion.— Travelling in the 
ſouth of France and Italy, will oftentimes 
bring on in ſuch perſons, a new.degree of 
happy exiſtence, 'The calm and ferene at- 
moſpheres of the ſouth, produce the happy 
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eonfequences of a never ending ſpring, and 


gives to nature a greater degree of facihty _ 
in expanding the powers of the interior 
region. | 


1 mentioned above, that there was an age, 
in which the tendency of animal action to- 
wards the interior region of the body, became 
habitual.— Hippocrates has obſerved, that it 
was the interval comprehended between the 
eighteenth and thirty-fourth year of our 
lives. 


In childhood nature ſeems entirely occu- 
pied in unfolding the various organs of the 
body. In youth ſhe ſeems to direct her 
efforts more peculiarly towards the breaſt, 
producing moſt commonly at this age, thoſe 
diſorders which are the conſequences of this 
direction of her forces. Such are, ſpitting 
of blood, pleuriſy, aſthma, or conſumption. 
In the age of maturity, the fluids have a 
natural degree of tendency towards the 
LS - bovels, 
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1 bowels, the exterior organ of the body be- | 
i | comes leſs active. Can we ſuppoſe that this i 
| new diſtribution in the action of the different 
b | organs of the individual, ſhould not have g 
| a great degree of influence upon his character, 
| | manners and inclinations ? It is at this period 
| | | that he becomes more thoughtful and prudent, 
| k leſs diſſipated and more diſcreet.—It is true, 
14 that this new change in the conſtitution of 
if man, does not produce the ſame effect in 
1 every individual, with either the ſame degree 
il of influence or ſucceſs. —For it may happen, 
1 as I have already mentioned, that one organ 
1 ſhall receive a portion of exiſtence which 
0 | exceeds its natural quota. This diſproportion 
bl in the diſtribution of the animal forces, muſt 
bl occeſion a diforder; and trouble the opera- 
1 tions of nature. The moſt active organ, as 
0 receiving a ſuperabundant quantity of animal 
li life, forms a center of action, towards which 
1 the oſcillations of the human fluids muſt 
WW. naturally tend. Such, in fact, is the origin 
"| ol the greate!t part of chronical diſeaſes, 
1 
ll 
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Hippocrates firſt publiſhed theſe Tr and 
| Staahl confirmed them. | 


| What various inconveniences depend then 
upon the ſurcharge of the abdominal viſcera, 
one of the moſt frequent diſorders incident to 
the human conſtitution. | Would we wiſh to 


avoid or leſſen its dangerous tendency, | we 


ought to be exceedingly attentive to promote 


the hemorrhoidal flux and catamenia.—By 
| theſe happy excretions, we may ſometimes 


be fo ſucceſsful as to free the conſtitution 


from that diſagreable train of ills, which | 


are call'd by the names of gout, dropſy, 
ſtone, ſcurvy, or conſumption. I ſhall 


conclude the foregoing eſſay by a few prac- 


tical obſervations, 7 confirin the whole of 
what has been laid. 


So much has been already advanced on 


the utility of the hemorrhoidal flux, 


that it will be neceſſary to give a few ob- 


ſervations to ſhew its effects in various diſ. 


orders 
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orders of the body. We are however to 
obſerve, that the hemorrhoids are a diſeaſe 


in themſelves, and contrary to the true ſtate 


of health, reſulting oftentimes from an exceſs 


of aliment, as Duretus has remark'd :;— 
6 Sane hæmorrlioidum fluxus tolo genere eſt con- 
tra naturam & qui moderato culiu & diatd 
ulitur, non debet habere hamorrhoides.” | 


5 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


Obſervation the Firſt. 


TAAHL relates. the caſe of a young 
woman who had long been afflicted with 
ſevere pains-near the poſterior and exterior 
part of the head, occaſioned by a violent 
ſpaſm of the nerves, —She had taken a large 
doſe of colocynth as a purge, which freed the 
head from the pains, but had fixed them. in 
the os ſacrum.— Topical applications were 
then made to the part, which ſerved only to 
increaſe the pains.— The hemorrhoids began 


to flow abundantly, and ſhe continued ever 
after to be ſubject to this evacuation, which 
carried off the pains in her head intirely. 


Obſervation, 2d. 


Kun was born of gouty parents, at tlie 


time of life when the father was ſo much 


afflicted 
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afflicted with that diſorder, as to be laid up 
near four months in each year, by the goufy 
fit, his mother had likewiſe an annual fit of 
two months during the latter part of her life. 
About the thirty-fifth year of his age, he 
felt ſome ſmall tokens of the gout in his toe, 
and knowing his hereditary right to this diſ- 
order, became exceedingly regular in bis 
manner of living, to avoid it, —The hemorr- 
hoidal flux declared itſelf, and although he 
is now above ſeventy years of age, yet enjoys 
a perfect ſtate of deſirable health, being ſub⸗ 
ject to no other inconvenience than this 
ſalutary evacuation, and quite free from 


gout, Kc. 


Obſervation gd. 


Mr. H , a young clergyman, ſtudious 
and hypochondriac, became ſubject to the 
hemorrhoidal flux ; thinking it, however, 
to be not only diſagreeable but hurtful, he 
made uſe of ſome cooling and repelling oint- 
ments to ſtop the flux, which he effected. — 


He continued to be equally free in his uſe 


uE GO 


of wine, and ſome time afterwards was ſub- 
Je to a periodical bleeding at the noſe, 


Obſervation 4th. 


M. de C , a gentleman from the 
Cevennes, did me the honor to conſult me 
at Paris. He appeared, from ſeveral circum- 
ſtances, to have a conſiderable repletion of 
the abdominal veſſels, as he conſtantly com- 
plained of a ſeeming fulneſs and uneaſineſs 
in the abdomen and bowels.— He was very 
free in the uſe of wine, which he took with 
ſo little diſcretion as to make it his conſtant 
drink. — His mode of living ſufficiently con- 
firm'd my ideas on the nature of his com- 
plaints.— Such, for example, was his way of 
living: — At breakfaſt, half a pint, or ſome- 
times a full pint of Frontiniac, with a French 
roll. — At dinner, claret or burgundy with the 
Vin d'Orleans and very little water for con- 
ſtant dilution. He ate little ſolid aliment. At 
his ſupper he generally took a bottle of bur- 


gundy and liqueur. 
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He complained to me of a diarrhœa, with 


appeared extremely plethoric and florid in 
his countenance.— The whole interior ſub- 
ſtance, and every fibre in the cellulary- mem- 
brane, ſeem'd diſtended with ſanguinary 
juices. I aſked him if he could relinquiſh 
the uſe of wine, — He anſwered, that he 
ſhould not chooſe it, becauſe it would de- 
prive him of one of the greateſt pleaſures in 


life (his bottle). Seeing therefore that it 


would diſtreſs him too much to quit his 
fav rite pleaſure, I contented myſelf with 
giving him the following advice: Chevalier, 


if you cannot quit, or at leaſt conſiderably 


leſſen the quantity of wine which you daily 
take, be perſuaded, that the diarrhea, ' 
bloody ſtools, and piles, are complaints 
which it would be imprudent to attempt to 
cure.— They will, I can aſſure you, whilſt 
they continue as at preſent, not only perhaps 


prevent a ſpitting of blood, or pleuriſy, but 


the gout or dropſy.— He was too much ac- 


cuſtomed to wine to leave it, ſo contented 
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himſelf with ſuffering his complaints to take 
their courſe.— If the hemorrhoids ceaſed to 


appear at proper intervals, he endeavor'd to 


bring them on by aloetic purges. 


His age, (for he was but twenty-two years 
old.) might ſcreen him for the preſent, but 
when the humors became concentrated by 
the neceſſary effects of conſtitution, or ex- 
ternal cauſes to the interior region, there is 
no doubt but he muſt pay dear for his im- 
prudent exceſs of wine. 


Obſervation gth. 


(IL ſhall beg leave to mention a few ob- 
ſervations made by M. Robert, of Paris, to 
whom I am chiefly indebted for ſeveral hints 


in the preſent eſſay.) 


A gentleman of thirty-two years of age 
was ſubje& to the hemorrhoidal flux, but 
by ſome accident it became ſuppreſſed. 

1 Some 


: 
2 — Dip oy, no 8 
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Some few days afterwards he was ſeized with 
a quartan ague, which continued to afflict 
him till the hemorrhoids appeared again.— 
Proſper Alpinus mentions in his works, that 
quartan agues are beſt cured by the hemorr- 
hoids, or the application of leeches to the 
hemorrhoidal veſſels. —Solountur quatan. ſays 
Hollerius, urinis craſſis, alias albis hemorr- 


hordibus fluentibus. 


Obſervation 6th. 


A maiden lady, aged ſixty years, was 
ſubject to an hemorrhoidal flux. —This eva- 
cuation became ſuppreſſed, and ſhe was ſoon 
after ſeized with a vomiting of blood from 
the ſtomach. —To this ſucceeded a dropſy of 
the belly.—A few bloody ſtools and the he- 
morrhoids diminiſhed the ſwelling and the 

dropſy. : 


It is by no means probable that the dropſy, 
in this caſe, was owing to the abundant 


quantity of the blood thrown up from the 
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| flomach, for we find that the hemorrhoidal 
flux (which muſt undoubtedly diminiſh the 
quantity of blood) leſſened the ſwelling, 
though it did not A carry off ihe 
droply. 


Obſervation 7th. 


= lady, ſubjedt to/the hemorrhoidal flux, 
(which flow'd as abund: 
had it ſuppreſſed. The effort of nature was 
thrown on the bladder, and ſhe voided 
bloody urine, with difficulty and pain.— 


y as the catamenia) 


Her apothecary order d frequent bleedings, 
and the urine returned to its natural ſtate.— 
| Thinking a cathartic would be neceſſary after 

bleeding, it was given. The bloody urine 


| - 3 he ſtranguary appeared again, and the 


patient was relieved at laſt from ſo diſtreſſing 
a fituation, by a very copious hemorrhoidal 


flux. 


It may be aſked, therefore, if the moſt 
certain method to cure the voiding of blood 


by 
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by ure, would not be to bring on the 
hemorrhoidal flux. . c 


Hollerius ſeems to decide the queſtion: 
* Sed non folum his, que dicit Hippocrates, 
Proſunt, verim etiam uteri, * ca & gudendi 
if: 


F Archambaut * advocatus per alvum vomitum, 
urinam intervallis ſanguinem reddebat.” 


Si quidem aliquando, ſays Cælius Aureli- 
nus, inflatæ & tumentes hamorrhoides diffucul- 
tatem vel abſtinentiam faciunt mictus, quam græci 
diſuriam vocant & iſchuriam. 


The following obſervation will be men- 
| tioned to confirm what has been aſſerted 
relative to the infarction of the viſcera, pro- 
duced from the oſcillations of the humors 


being thrown upon the inteſtinal canal. 


Obſervation 8th. 


The Abbe Chappe, a celebrated aſtrono- 
mer, was ſent into Siberia to obſerve the 
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tranſit of venus. He had ſcarce been more 
than three or four months in that country, 
before he ſuffer'd ſo conſiderable a loſs of 
blood by vomiting and ſtool, that he found 


himſelf obliged to quit it with the utmoſt 
expedition. | 


Does it not follow from this circumſtance, 
that cold may throw the current of the fluids 
upon the interior organ of the body, and 
occaſion a dangerous obſtruction in the 
bowels ?—lt is certain, that the exterior organ 
is conſtrained in its action by the ſevere cold 
of northern countries, conſequently muſt 
ſecrete but a ſmall quantity of the matter 
of perſpiration, and the bowels muſt become 
obſtructed by that matter which ſhould be 
. thrown off by the ſkin. 


One would think it ſhould be no longer a 
matter of doubt, that there is a reciprocal 
action and reaction between the bowels and 
exterior organ of the body,—lt is true, that 
they 
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they never appear in a ſenſible manner, but 
when the one or the other is obliged to exert 


its action in a peculiar degree. 


That this reciprocity of action was known 
to Hippocrates, is proved from his aphoriſm 
of Denſa cute, rara alvus, rara cute, denſa 
alvus. The truth of it, although wrote above 
two thouſand years, has never yet been de- 
clared uncertain. —Gabel-hoverus has ob- 
ſerved likewiſe, that thoſe perſons who have, 
what he calls, thick ſkins, go more fre- 
quently to ſtool, than thoſe who have their 
pores open. 1 5 

Can one really imagine, that this mutual 
correſpondence may in any degree be ex- 
plained by the Harveian circulation of the 
blood? Who does not foreſee the bad con- 
ſequences this change muſt produce, accord- 
ing to the common received theory of the 
ſchools? Pray what becomes of this annular 
circulation, according to Harvey, when per- 


ſons remain for days and wecks without any 
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ſenſible pulſe? It is certain, that the more 
the bowels are loaded, or that the oſcillations 
of the humors tend towards the interior re- 
gion, the pulſe becomes imperceptible. 


I ſhall endeavor to confirm this circum- 
ſtance more ſtrongly, by the following ob- 
ſervation, which happened to myſelf, and 
conſequently gave me a more deſirable op- 
portunity of diſtinguiſhing every minute 
change which the circulation of the fluids 
underwent, - 


Obſervation gth. 
Some buſineſs of my own, calling me out 
of this place to Briſtol, I mounted my horſe 
after breakfaſt, with all that chearfulneſs 
which a perſon experiences when in perfect 
health.—Such in the morning was my de- 
ſirable fituation. As the days were ſhort, 
and I had between thirty and forty miles to 
ride, I breakfaſted very amply, that I might 


. not 
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not have occaſion to ſtop any where for my 
dinner. —Returning home about five o'clock 
in the evening, in the month of November, 


with a keen appetite, and in high ſpirits, 1 


was met by a dog, who, to avoid a blow 


(which a man was going to give him) ran 


againſt me with ſuch violence, that he threw 
me down, and ſprained all the muſcles of the 


| lower part of my leg, and hurt the articu- 


lation of the knee. 


Attempting, to raiſe my ſelf fromthe evoked. f 
J felt ſo ſevere pain in my leg and foot, that 
I was obliged to be aſſiſted, and unable to 
walk alone, — The moment afterwards I felt 
an oppreſſion in my ſtomach, and putting 
the fingers of my right-hand on the artery 
of my left- arm, 1 found I had no pulſe;—A 


ſmall quantity of mountain negus took away 
the oppreſſion which I felt in my ſtomach, 


but I continued without any pulſe for almoſt 
four hours; convinced, however, by my 
own ſenſations, that there was not any ſuf. 
ficient degree of ſpaſm to make me appre- 


kx 6,OUT, a 


hend either a ſpitting of blood, or a com- 
preſſion, of the brain, I did not let myſelf be 
blooded. ——I went to bed, having no great 
degree of appetite at that moment, and took 
only a, ſmall baſon of ſago.—L paſled the 
night with tolerable: eaſe, and flept ſome 
part of it.— The next morning I found 
myſelf almoſt free from pain, but was with- 
out appetite, and felt a ſeeming fulneſs in my 
bowels: I took a laxative medicine /which 
relieved me. At night I had a pediluvium 
of warm water, and the next day my foot 
was conſiderably ſwelled, and my ſtomach 
and bowels leſs oppreſſed. —The third day 
from the accident there appeared (about the 


foot that had been hurt) ſeveral red tumors 


reſembling chilblains.—My appetite return- 
ed, and in three weeks I was quite well, 


without any other external application than 


It will be a difficult matter to give a 
rational theory of the above mentioned caſe, 
1 according 


«. 
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according to the Harveian circulation of the 


blood alone.— I had faſted great part of the 


day on which the circumſtance happened, 


and had a true natural appetite till the acci- 
dent, —Could the oppreſſion then proceed 
from any other circumſtance in the ſtomach 
than the tendency of the whole volume of 


fluids, (which had circulated before through 


the exterior organ and the cellulary-mem- 
brane) being drove by the external ſpaſm 
upon the ſtomach and inteſtinal canal? I had 


two convincing proofs of its being ſo, viz. 


no ſenſible pulſe, and a death- like paleneſs. — 


My conſtitution is rather tending to a ſanguin- 
ary habit. We know that the redneſs of the 
cheeks is cauſed by the blood which circu- 
lates externally; if therefore we find the 
countenance change, from red and florid to a 


death-like paleneſs, is it not a manifeſt proof 


that the blood leave the external ſurface of 


the body, and ruſhes upon the internal re- 
gion of it, the viſcera, cauſing nauſeas, pains 
in the ſtomach, colics and oppreſſions of the 
bowels. 


* 


\ 


It cannot be ſaid that the loathing of food 
and a ſeeming fulneſs which I felt the next 
day in my bowels, were owing to pain, for I 
was free from any: I had taken nothing but 
a ſmall baſon of ſago for fix-and-thirty hours, 
and had within four-and-twenty hours of that 
time felt the keeneſt appetite. 


I think no theory, for various reaſons, can 


be compared with that of the diſcerning Hip- 
pocrates, which teaches the grand connection 
between the external and internal regions of 
the body. It is this theory which appears 
moſt ſatisfactory for explaining the various 
circumſtances mentioned in the foregoing ob- 
ſervations. We cannot refuſe ourſelves to 
be convinced by his arguments, when he 
repreſents the whole human body as a ſponge, 
fill'd with the circulating fluids, and poſſeſſing 
an univerſal poroſity.— Tolum COYPUs eft cri- 
broſum, ſays this diligent obſerver. 
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We ſhall endeavor, however, from vari⸗ 
ous other circumſtances, to confirm our ſen- 
timents on the effects produced by the croud- 


ing of the various fluids towards the interior 


region of the body. 


Obſervation 10th. 


Maſter T——, a youth of a ſprightly 
active genius, was ſubject to glandular ſwel- 
lings in the neck and near the ears, from; 
probably, an imprudent diet Walking out 
one day with his ſervant to take the alr, they 
came near the brink of a precipice, which the 
little boy obſerving, retreated from in haſte. 
The ſervant, not knowing the conſequence, 
took him in his arms and held him over it, 
ſaying he would let him fall down into the 
river, which ran below. The boy fcreamed 
out, and ſhewed every token of fear. He 
came crying home to his parents, and the 
ſervant Was turned away from the family.— 


The little boy was put to bed very ill.— His 


belly became hard as a ſtone; and of ſo ſevere 


a degree of conſtipation, that it was ſcarce 


poſſible to procure an evacuation but by the 
moſt violent purges. Every gland of the 
meſentery ſeemed obſtructed. —He cried in- 
ceſſantly.— The moſt approved deobſtruent 


_ medicines were given without ſuccels, and he 


continued to grow worſe. A very wet au- 


tumn ſucceding the ſummer, . his: diſorder 


became more confirmed, and he died, of no 


other ſeeming complaint than the conſequence 


produced by the ſevere fright. . 


It will not per haps, appear extraordinary, 
that fear ſhould have produced ſo dangerous 


an obſtruction i in the abdominal vifcerd of 


this little boy, if we conſider, Firſt, That 


there ſeemed to be a conſtitutional diſpoſition | 


to an obſtruRtion i in the glands, by whit was 
perceived in thoſe which appeared externally 
about the neck: Secondly, That fear natu- 
rally produces trembling, chillineſs, an uni- 


verſal paleneſs, and is capable of nn. 
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the pulſations of the heart. Such changes 


produced in the animal economy, are cer- 


tainly capable of concentrating the whole 
maſs of the external fluids, which is ſuf- 
ficiently confirmed by the univerſal paleneſs 
that ſucceeds to the florid glow of health. 


No wonder then, that this ſudden change in 


the functions of the animal economy, ſhould 
bring on a dangerous obſtruction to the 


movements of the different viſcera. 


Obſervation 11th. 


M 3 ſtone maſon at Monckton- 


Comb, came to me, deſiring my advice, to 
free him from an abundant quantity of pus, 
which flowed out from each noſtril. —He 
complained likewiſe of a ſeeming fulneſs in 
his bowels, a pulſation in the temporal arte- 
ries, and a violent oppreſſion when he was 
laid down in bed.—He ſaid he had obſerved, 
that when his ſtools were copious, the pains 
in his bowels and head diminiſhed, but now 
he was exceedingly coſtive, they had returned 


% 
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upon him with greater violence. Convinced 


that his diſorder was owing to an inter- 
nal ſpaſm of the bowels, occaſioned by 


intemperance and the uſe of ſpi rituous li- 
quors, I orderd him an emollient decoc- 


tion. He continued its uſe for about four 


days, when his bowels became much eaſier, 
On the 
ſixth day a copious flux of blood came 


and he had a gentle diarrhcea. 


down each noſtril.— The eighth day he was 
purged.—In fifteen days he was freed from 


his complaints. 


Obſervation 12th. 
mentioned in the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth pages of this eſſay, that it was more 
than probable, certain climates produced 
very eſſential variations in the diſpoſitions of 


the human body.—I endeavored to prove 


that the exterior organ of the body, mult act 


differently in ſouthern than in northern 


countries, On examining this circumſtance 
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with more attention, we find that the in- 


habitants of the ſouthern climates have the 
exterior organ (the ſkin) much leſs compact, 
and conſequently weaker, than the inhabi- 


tants of the north.—This difference ought 


then, without doubt, to produce another 
conſiderable effect, in the properties of bodies 
ſo conſtitutionally different, and in the uſes 
of the various neceſſaries for animal exiſtence. 
We plainly perceive the enervated powers 
of the ſouthern inhabitants, (the conſequence 


of climate) from the {mall quantity of ali- 


ment neceſſary for life. In the northern 


we find a much more ſubſtantial food is 
required to keep up a reaction in the ex- 
terior organ.— The laſt deliglit, in conſe- 
quence, to be employed in violent exerciſes, 


and the former lead a life of indolence and 


repoſe. 


The perfect ſtate of health, conſiſts in the 
due antagoniſm between the interior and the 


exterior organ of the body. But it may, and 
does often happen, that either the interior or 
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exterior organ acquires a degree of dangerous 
ſenfibility, which may be conſidered as com- 
poſing ſo many tinges (if I may be allowed 


the expreſſion) of that due concurrence which 


conſtitutes the true ſtate of health.— For 
example, If the inhabitants of our northern 


climates, from various occurrences in life, 


the effect of illneſs, grief, ſevere purgations, 
or any other cauſe, ſhould have the interior 
region weakened, and its due ſenſibility de- 


ſtroyed, I ſay then, that the common effects 


of the air, and nature of our northern ali- 


ment, will act on ſuch bodies with an increas d 
degree of irritation.— The firſt cauſe in 
bodies ſo diſpoſed, will be a vicious ſenſi- 
bility: ſecondly, a dangerous degree of irri- 
tation, produced from the uſe of hard and 
ſolid aliments to bodies where the powers of 
the interior region are diſturbd. We ought 
then, rather to conſider thoſe perſons who 
live under a northern climate, and are thus 
affected, as poſſeſſed in ſome degree of a 
ſouthern diſpolition, with this difference 
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only, viz. That in the ſouthern climates, 
when the circumambient air oppoſes but a 
ſmall degree of reſiſtance to the action of 
the interior region, this laſt ſhould be the 
moſt powerful. On the contrary, in the 
denſer atmoſphere of the north, it is the 
interior region becomes oppreſſed | by an ex- 
ceſs of the animal fluids, ( Ventres hyeme & vere, 
naturd callidiſſimi funt,) that 1s to ſay, if their 


powers are not ſufficient to oppoſe the due 


degree of reaftion.—Now, as our climates 
approach more to the. nature of winter and of 
ſpring, and the ſouthern ones to that of ſum- 


mer, the interior region in the ſame perſon 


will be differently affected by a northern or 


a ſouthern climate. — The interior region in 


the north muſt have a greater degree of re- 


action than in the ſouth, or the ſtate of diſ- 
order in the functions of the animal œco- 
nomy muſt undoubtedly be the conſequence. 
From the various circumſtances which I have 
already mentioned, the interior region may be 
weakened, conſequently a ſtate of illneſs ariſe 


from no other cauſe than a diſgregation of 
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forces, without any ſuſpicion of humor or 
vicious ſtate of fluids. This circumſtance 


confirms what Hippocrates has mentioned, — 


* corporis pars altera alter, quum hinc vel illinc 


 proruperit ſtatim morbum facit.” 


A diſeaſe may therefore, nay it does often 
ariſe, from no other cauſe than the connec- 


tion which nature has eſtabliſhed between the 


head, the belly, and the fleſhes, (carnibus) 


being deſtroyed, (proruperit) as Hippocrates 
has already obſerved. Or, more properly 
ſpeaking, when the intimate harmony be- 
tween the brain, the ſtomach and abdomen, 
with the whole expanſe of the cellulary- 
| membrane, is deſtroyed and diſunited, the 
equilibrium of health is loſt, and the animal 


forces improperly diſtributed. We find 


then, that ſhould even the pureſt maſs of 


humors circulate through the moſt untainted 
veſſels, in any individual, thus circumſtanced, 


they muſt undoubtedly experience that un- 


happy ſtate of human exiſtence, which is 
| call'd 
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call'd * diſorder or diſcaſe.—Admitting this 
circumſtance, we have then no probable | 
_ reaſon to induce us to ſuppoſe, with Mr. 
Boerhaave, that a vitiated chyle, (cauſing an 
almoſt improbable combination of acrimo- 
nies, ) is the cauſe of our diſeaſes. We are 
ſurprized, however, to find with how much 
care and preciſion he has claſſed and collected 
theſe various acrimonies, in his Aphoriſms 
and his Medical Inſtitutions.— The moſt 
celebrated modern chymiſts, Meſſrs. Vennel, 
Rouelle, &c. are agreed, that there can be 
no juſt compariſon made between the fluids 
whilſt they circulate through animal bodies 
inacceſſible to the air, and when they are 
| ſeparated from thoſe bodies and expoſed to 
its whole action, and ought then in conſe- 
quence, to be conſider'd as inanimate fluids. 
Beſides, the blood, in the human body when 
living, is free from either putridity, or acri- 
mony, and 1s incapable of all fermentation, 
according to M. la Caze. The preſent 
century has not produced a more diſcerning 
phyſician than the indefatigable Solano of 


» 
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Lucca, who aſſures us upon the faith of a 
chriſtian, that he has examined the blood of 


ſeveral of his patients, in diſorders where it 


might be ſuſpected of being putrid, or vitiat- 
ed, but could never diſcover more than a bal- 
ſamic odor, mingled with an agreable acidity. 
 —Aſegura como chriſuano, ſays he, ſiempre Hallo 
un Halito balſamic, y el ſabor quandomas con una 


grata, y ſuave acidez. He concludes from this 


and other circumſtances, for which we refer 


the reader to his Lapis Lydos and his Idioma 
de la naturaleza, that there can be no _— 


in the human fluids. 


Without dwelling any longer on the argu- | 
ment, whether all diſorders are concealed in 


the blood, I ſhall beg leave to ſhew the effects 


produced from the change of climate in the 


following obſervation. 


Borrichius in Afis Danicts mentions a caſe, 


as intereſting as it is curious.—A gentleman, 
he ſays, was ſo unfortunate as to break his 
leg, and for twenty ſeven years afterwards 
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was troubled with a fiſtula, proceeding from 
an ulcer (in the place where the limb was 
broke) which never could be healed. Some 
buſineſs call'd him to Madrid, where altho' 
the treatment of the fiſtula was neglected, 
yet in a few months 1t ceaſed to diſcharge 
any matter and healed. —Three years after- 
wards he returned to Copenhagen, the fiſtula 
open'd by degrees, and diſcharged as much 
matter as formerly.— His affairs call'd him 
again a ſecond time into Spain,. — The wound 
cloſed up of itſelf —His ſtay at Madrid this 
laſt time was fix years, during which the 
fiſtula did not diſcharge the fmalleit quantity 
of matter.—Returning to his native country 
once more, he found that after a few months 
the fiſtula open'd again, nor could 1t ever 

be healed up in Denmark. | 


I dare not draw thoſe concluſions from this 
intereſting obſervation that I could wiſh, fince 
Borrichius has left us unſatisfied, as to the 
mode of living, or whether the patient found 
himſelf affected internally when the fiſtula 
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ceaſed to diſcharge.— I am certain however, 
that the moſt ſtrenuous ſectator for Mr. Boer- 
haave, and for acrimonious humors in the 
blood, would be puzzled to give a rational 
theory of this variation. Did not the ſame 
acrimony exiſt in the blood in Spain as in 
a Denmark ? The Spaniſh air did not eradi- 
cate the acrimony, ſince the fiſtula returned 
three months after the patient came back to 
Copenhagen. This circumſtance brings to 
my mind, what I have often had an OPPOr- 
tunity of obſerving during my ſtay in warmer 
climates, viz. That perſons, who have been 
to all appearance perfectly free from, and 
unſuſpected of any venereal taint when in 
England, have found themſelves attacked 
with ſome manifeſt ſymptoms of that diſorder 
before they have been for three or four 
months in the ſouthern atmoſphere, and who 
have not had the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect any 
freſh infection. s it not more than proba- 
ble, that a change produced by the antago- 
niſm of the two regions of the body, might 
S Have 
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have diſcovered a virus, which the colder at- 
moſphere had concentrated. My ſuppoſition 


; is ſufficiently confirmed from obſerving that 


hot water and ſand baths, often diſcover ve- 
nereal ulcers, in a conſtitution where no ſuch 


thing was ſuſpected. 


Ob ſeruvation 18th. 


A gentleman aged ſixty-ſeven years, ſub- 
ject to the gout, had in the former part of 
his life been much addicted to wine.—His 
profeſſion had in ſome degree rendered its 
uſe neceſſary, but quitting that profeſſion in 


his Gxtieth year, he began to leave off the 


uſe of wine.—In the ſummer of the laſt year 


of his life, he drank nothing but water.—At 


the autumnal equinox, the gout ſeemed 
to fix itſelf in the joint of the finger of his 
right-hand, but ſoon left that place, and was 


| thrown internally on the bowels, where it 
obſtinately remained. — He now at the im- 
proper time had recourſe to uſquebaugh, and 


ſtrong cordials to remove it, the viſcera be- 
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came inflamed and mortified. He died after 
an illneſs of eight weeks. 


\ 


Obſervation 14th. 


born of gouty parents, had a 
gouty fit before he was thirty years old. — 

He lived very irregular.— At fifty years of 
age he was ſeized with a vomiting of blood, 
which almoſt carried him off. He languiſh- 
ed however for two months, and died of a 


ſecond Hemorrhage, | 


It is more than probable, had the fluids 


in the conſtitution of this perſon tended 
towards the hemorrhoidal veſſels as in that 


gentleman who is the ſubje& of the ſecond 
obſervation, he would have become ſubjeQ 
to the hemorrhoidal flux, or at leaſt have 


lived much longer. 


| Hoffman mentions the caſe of a lady, who 
had an almoſt total ſuppreſſion of the cata- 


menia by a fright, At each period ſhe was 


Ne ſeized 
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ſcized with a ſpitting of blood. —Being with 
child the ſpitting of blood left her, but re- 
turned again after her delivery.— Might not 
then the hemorrhoidal flux have carried off 
this ſuperabundant maſs of fluids, from the 

lungs or ſtomach, as in the preſent caſe? 


Obſervation 15th. 


A young woman, twenty years of age, of 
a delicate complexion, and never ſubject to | 
any irregularity in the catamenia, had for 
five or ſix years been troubled with naufeas 
and vomiting.— Her complaints were not 
always of the ſame degree of violence. The 
vomiting was always ſevere in winter, and 
happened but very rarely in ſummer.—A 
circumſtance ſtill more remarkable is, that 
the vonutings and nauſea always leſt her the 


very moment ſhe got into bed, and ſeized 
her more or leſs ſeverely, as ſoon as ſhe arole. 


—Her appetite WAS always! remarkably good, 


and her health in every other reſpect perfect. 


Tus G O DET 
It will be no difficult matter to explain 


this caſe, according to thoſe laws, which we 


have : conſidered as governing the animal 


ceconomy.—Firſt, The vomitings ſcarce ever 


happened in ſummer, the time, we are to 


obſerve, when the exterior organ ought to 


have the leaſt degree of action to op- 


| pole the weakened efforts of the interior re- 


g10n,—Secondly. The nauſeas and vomit- 


ings ceaſed to afflict the patient the moment 


ſhe got into bed, and came again the inſtant 


ſhe aroſe. —The exterior organ was leſs active, 


by the warmth of the bed, and the horizon- | 


tal poſition of the body. 


Baron Vanſwieten, the commentator of 
Mr. Boerhaave, mentions two caſes, which 
manifeſtly prove the concert of action be- 
tween the interior and exterior organs of the 


body.—The firſt was a gangrened leg, which 


received no advantage from the application 


of antiſeptic medicines, the patient voided a 
great quantity of wind, and was ſoon after 


perfectly 
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perfectly cured. —The ſecond, is that redneſs 
and itching, which happens to thoſe perſons 
who have eaten certain ſpecies of muſcles.— 
The Baron tells us, that theſe accidents are 
ſoon calmed, by vomiting the perſon with 
white vitriol; and adds, that it is hardly poſ- 
fible to ſuppoſe that this venenous acrimony is 
carried into the circulation of the blood, and 
from thence to the ſkin, ſince the accidents 
ceaſe the moment the muſcles are thrown out 
of the ſtomach, by the action of the emetic. 


CONCLUSION. 


The gout 1s produced, therefore by any 
circumſtance which changes the functions in 
the organs of the body. —The ſeeds (may 1 
be allowed the expreſſion) ſown in the bow- 
els, expand their branches towards the ex- 
tremeties. This is the firſt ſtage of the gout. 
—The ſecond ſtage is when the paroxiſms, or 
fits, become regular.—The third, when the 
interior region, weakened by repeated at- 
tacks of this diforder, is no longer able to 


— 


throw them off towards the extremeties, 
and the fits are imperfect.— At this period 
the gout takes poſſeſſion of every part of the 
body. ” . 
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ꝛtaque podagre eſt caracter morbidus 
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I mentioned in the former part of this qi! 
eſſay, how improbable it was to cure the 1 
gout, when fixed either in the hands or feet, 5 
but 1 did not mean to ſay, that every ſpecies . 
of the gout was incurable. 1 
Erratic gouts, which have not yet fixed 5 
themſelves on the joints, are to be conſidered | bi 
under the firſt ſtage of the diſorder. —But 9 
when the extremeties have been manifeſtly 9 
attacked by regular paroxiſms, or fits, as in i 
the ſecond ſtage, the cure connot be at- | 
tempted but with danger. Our opinion 9 
ſeems to correſpond with the following paſ- \ 1 


ſage of Hippocrates. 


Quicunque 


1 ESSAY, &c. 


Nuicunque aut ſenes funk, aut circa articulos : 
callos tophaceos habent, aut erumnoſe vivunt, 
ficcam alvum habentes, hi omnes fam fiert non- 
foſſuni-humand arte, quantum ego nov, fanant 
| quidem hoc optame dyſſenteriq, fi fucceſſerunt ; s 
fed & aliæ eliquationes valde profunt, que ad in- 
fernas partes tendunt : qui vero juvenis eft et circa 
articulos nondum tophaceos callos habet, & accu- 
rate vivit, & laboris amans eft, & alnum bonam 
habet ad obediendum pro ſtudiorum ratione : hic 
Jane, M edicum intelligentem nactus, ſanari of 
terit, 
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$5 The candid reader will excuſe the errors of 
the preſs, 


Complicated Gouts. 


7 ORG WHOSE diſeaſes on whoſe account 
T 85 we blame the ſcurvy, are ſome- 

SO times the eſſects only of diſeaſes 
which have not as yet put on any determined 
form or character. For example: Should 
any matter, which in bodies is apt to produce 

the gout by falling on the joints, be hindered 
from fixing itſelf on thoſe parts, diverſe 
ſymptoms will then ſhow themſelves, which 
"0 will 


| -- 206-4 
will give ſuſpicion of the ſcurvy till a gout, 
now formed and actually exerting itſelf, leaves 
no room for further doubting.—Such 18 the 
opinion of the ingenious Sydenham. To 
confirm his ſentiments and our own, I ſhall 
introduce the opinion of M. Robert, of 


Paris. 


© The ſcurvy is produced when the ex- 
cretory functions of the body (in which 
Staahl ſuppoſed not only life but health con- 
ſiſted) are not properly accompliſhed. This 
diſorder in a word is the effect of an imperfect 


— — nd — 
— — - . . — — — - - — 
* ag penn nn . * 2 3 
— N — *- 42 I* 5 — "44 — 
oP, U — r — — 


_ LITER * : Pg _ . 
PER” > + 22 a = * 1 = IN l 
* — 4 * 1 % 5 * - 4 ks n a> I, - ew * 5 * 88 + 2929 
2 Fe” ai x” 11 „„ S — IRR < 8 — Nr 5 . K 3 2 9 w 44 r 222 IOC - 2, I eee — = K 
. — r * 8 7 * 1 N * ** . re. nt oe — n — aa 
2 Sr, * S — + Sa F Og . 7, — Bn He Ea 3 ; - a= 8 
tb 2 3 S A" EA. n — — N % > . — 8 X * 
wo — "a L a 0 288 T * TO * 5 Pc =, Oe A Wo.” * - - e 
. FE” Cort Bot. 3 — ow Earns 2 * Sc he: — "or , . 
— — Rn ne, —— — a. AMC ——— -- 2 — 7 * - 5 —— — 2 - — 
N >, jo rn e ch mom Be, —7 ne 22 — . — — — — wry? — — 
4 7 7 — — — — = * 1 — >. 
— p A — 


1 wig 9 
C 
8 * Ns 


— 


depuration of the blood, owing to the undue 


action of the human organs. 
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The ſource of the ſcurvy, (like the gout) 
is formed within the bowels, and produced 
by a repletion of the abdominal viſcera.— M. 
de Bordeu is of the ſame opinion, in his 
Theſis on the Mineral Waters of Aquitania, 
where he ſays: Eft igitur, in viſceribus abdomi- 
nis mcuneata & impatta labes feorbutica. This 


paſſage the author has founded on one given 
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by Aretæus: Sic omnium ſimul vitiorum conver fro 
cachexia; inteſtinorum adeſt diſſicultas continua, 
cauſſa eſt ab exercitationibus quies ab ingentibus 
laboribus otium ; nutricatio non perfucitur, neque 
optumus, neque bom coloris ſanguis procreatur ; 
malo habitu uſque ad ventriculum graſſante. 


The ſcurvy was formerly known to the 
ancients by the name of tumefaclio lienis, or 
magni lens, —Conſult but the opuſculum au- 
reum of Lommius, or compare the ſymptoms 
of perſons afflicted with this diſorder, with 
thoſe of ſcorbutic patients, and they will be 
found to correſpond in their nature and to 
be derived from the ſame principle. Lienoſis 
dyſenteria bonum ſays Hippocrates.—So is the 
hemorrhoidal flux likewiſe to perſons at- 
flicted with the ſcurvy. Ronſceus has nearly 
ſaid the ſame thing. Non paucos novimus, quos 
 profuſio ſanguinis ex fimorrhioidibus a ſcorbuto 
preferuavit. The true cauſe of the ſcurvy is 
therefore a ſuperabundant quantity of animal 

fluids, 
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fluids, which impede the fun®tions of the 


Organs. 


This irregular action in the organical 
functions produces its firſt influence on the 
exterior part of the body, which it throws 
into a degree of ſpaſm. This ſpaſmodic con- 
ſtriction of the ſkin and porous ſubſtance 
of the cellulary- membrane, impedes their 
functions, ſo that the fluids which ſhould 
circulate through them, are imperfectly 
elaborated, It is the influence of the cir- 
cumambient atmoſphere which produces this 
firſt degree of irritation in the exterior organ 
of the body. —Confider the effects produced 
in the human body by the impure air of 
priſons, where the friendly rays of the ſun 
icarce ever penetrate. Or, examine the denſe 
atmoſphere of the northern countries, and 
cities ſurrounded with marſhes or pools of 
ſtagnated waters, or the inhabitants of Hol- 
land, it is there you will find the ſcurvy pre- 
dominating with its utmoſt fury. I am not 


. 109 ] 
ignorant, however, that Rivierius and Au- 
relianus have found this diſorder prevailing 
in the more ſouthern countries. — I have ob- 
ſerved ſeveral ſcorbutic patients in the hoſ- 
pital at Montpellier, and remember to have 
ſeen ſeveral of the French regiments (who 


embarked in perfect health for Corſica) ſend 


home numbers of ſcorbutic patients before 


they had been ſix months upon the iſland. 


Obſervation 16th. 
The French king has a ſmall fort in the 


Mediterranean ſea, between Maguelone and 


Agde, to which ſtate priſoners, or perſons 


whoſe crimes are not capital, are ſent to be 


confined. —The garriſon conſiſts of a ſmall. 


party of troops and invalids.—They have 
freſh proviſions of all ſorts from the conti- 
nent, yet the ſcurvy prevails in this place with 


as much frequency, or perhaps more ſo, than 


it would do with the fame number of perſons 


in Holland, 


J have 
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I have ſeen ſoldiers come from this iſland 
to the king's hoſpital, in the very worſt ſtage of 
the ſcurvy, filled with ulcers, and who have | 
recovered by the only influence of the dryer 
air of Montpellier, which 1s not above four 


leagues diſtant from the fort. 


If therefore a change of ſituation can pro- 
duce a cure, by a ſpontaneous influence 
of the atmoſphere alone, as in this or the 
twelfth obſervation, we cannot, I ſhould 
then preſume, attribute the ſcurvy to the ef- 
fects of an acrimony exiſting in the blood. 
There are other cauſes which appear beyond a 
doubt to govern the animal economy, uncon- 
nected with either a vice in the humors, or a 
putrid ſtate of the animal juices. —I am afraid 
Indeed, that the idea of a putridity is merely 
Imaginary, for when the mucus of any ani- 
mal whatever 1s really putrid, it 1s beyond 
the power of art to reſtore it to its primitive 
ſtate. | | 5 
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If again to the cauſe of the circumambient 
atmoſphere producing this degree of irritation 


in the exterior organ, the body is nounſhed 


by food difficult of digeſtion, we then make 


the ſpaſm univerſal, and by troubling the 


action of the interior region, overſet the whole 


equilibrium of the animal œconomy. 


The ſcurvy is therefore at its higheſt pitch, 


when theſe two cauſes ſeem as it were to 


unite in the deſtruction of the animal forces. 


We have but too many proofs to corroborate 


this aſſertion, in the melancholy ſtate of veſ- 


ſels whoſe crews have long been expoſed to 


the humid atmoſphere of the ſea, and to a 
diet utterly deſtructive to the ſtomach and 


inteſtinal canal. The following obſervation 
can only be accounted for upon ſuch prin- 
ciples. 
OV ſervation 17th. 
During the laſt war a veſſel of 64 guns had 


been cruiſing for fix months in the channel, 


and 
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and was preparing to return to port. The 
crew at this time were remarkably healthy. 
They were detained at ſea by ſome acci- 
dent longer than expected, and the proviſions 
of wine, ſpirituous liquors and beer, were 
exhauſted.— The ſailors were reduced to 
water alone for their drink. The ſecond 
day after this event, the ſcurvy began to rage 
with great violence, and ninety of the crew 
were laid up with it in the ſhip's hoſpital — 
They reached their port on the fifth day, 
with almoſt the whole crew fick of the 


ſcurvy. 


We are here preſented in the great, with 
a circumſtance perfectly analogous to the caſe 
of that perſon, who is the ſubject of the 
fourteenth obſervation. The interior region 
| is deprived of its due ſpring, from the want 
of wine and ſpirituous liquors, -which cer- 
tainly give it a degree of force, (to reſiſt 
the current of the animal fluids crouding 
upon it, in every denſe ſtate of the atmo- 
ſphere) notwithſtanding that they produce 
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4 dangerous Irritation in its nerves, when 


taken in too immoderate a quantity. BE: 


this fictitious warmth, however, of the in- 


terior region (produced by wine) that gives 
it that due degree of relative force, to coun- 
terbalance the action of the exterior organ. 


— nt, "I Hippocrates, quibus 
vinum alimentum eft ; alii quibus non, & carnes 
& alic mult ſpecies alimenti; & pro regione S 
conſuetudine. 


Conſidering as we have done, both the 
ſcurvy and gout, as produced from a 
repletion of the abdominal viſcera, or from 
a tendency of the animal fluids, which ſhould 


circulate externally, being drove either by a 
ſpaſm, or by the conſtriction of the exterior 


organ, upon the inteſtinal canal, it will no 


longer, I ſhould think, appear an object for 
debate, whether the bowels were oppreſſed by 


either a ſcurvy or the gout. The influence and 
P = © IE 


Ee] 


the effect prove equally the ſame, and the 
interior region {uffers from a ſimilar cauſe. 


Attenia obſervaizone, ſays N offman, comper- 


lum habemus motum vitalem d paritbus interiori- 


bus ad exteriores, conſtrictione minimorum vaſ- 


culorum & febrillarum Haſticd, valde intercipi 


ac inverſo plani curſu d circumferentia ad cen- 
trum urgeri & deinde rurſus cum impelu a be- 


netralibus ad ambitum acceleratd ſtole & diaſ- 


tole agi. 


The uſe of wine in ſuch caſes, ſtrengthens 


the precordial region, and enables the in- 


\ 


teſtinal canal to throw off the crouding 


fluids, to the circumference of the body, and 


through the volume of the cellulary organ. 


The ſame circumſtances which produced 
the effects mentioned in the two foregoing 
obſervations correſpond with what 1 have 
already mentioned concerning the Venetians. 
The inhabitants of the city of Venice ſur- 
rounded by the humid atmoſphere of the 


„ 


ſea, are expoſed to a continued ſource of 


diſorder, from the effects of its vapors acting 


on the ſurface of the ſkin. The interior 


region is in conſtant danger of being op- 


preſſed from the ſame cauſe.— If the Vene- 


tians therefore were not naturally ſubject to 


the hemorrhoidal flux, they would for ever 


be oppreſſed by the cruel effects of the 
ſcurvy or gout.—For we have ſtrongly aſ- 
ſerted that the affections of the abdomen do 
generally terminate by either the hemorr- 


hoids, catamenia or perſpiration. 


We often find, at the end of winters which 
have been remarkable for a great quantity of 
rain, that the gums, in ſeveral perſons, be- 
come ſwelled, ſoft, and painful. — Th per- 
ſpiration has been conſiderably obſtructed, 


and the excretory functions in general much 


impeded. The ſtomach has been oppreſſed, 
or the digeſtion bad, and nutrition defective. 
The blood in conſequence becomes deprived 
of its due conſiſtence, and its principles ſo 
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diſunited, as to form no coagulum.—Expo- 
hatio hic, ſays De Borden, in his Theſis on 
the Mineral Waters of Aquitania, in ſcorbuto 
effelus erit male digeſtione fungentis ſtomachi, 
vel labes venarum laftearum, que chylum male 
ſugunt. 5 

There are certain individuals, however, 
whoſe texture of organs are ſo peculiar to 
themſelves, that whatever conſtitution of the 
air, or epidemic diſorder prevails, ſtill they 
have the ſame complaints, either gout, aſth- 
ma, or pleuriſy. We find other perſons 
whole conſtitutions are ſo vigorous, that they 


reſiſt the effects of every prevailing miaſmata. 


It is generally agreed, that in perſons who 
have died of the ſcurvy, both the liver and 
{ſpleen have been found puffed up, ſoft, 
and ſpongy, and their ſubſtance ſeperating 
on the leaſt touch. —Kerkringius mentions 
his having found the liver almoſt. rotten, in 
a horſe which died after a long and tedious 


courſe. Might not the analogy give us ſome 


— 
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hints relative to this ſudden change in certain 


organs? 


It is a known truth in phy ſick, that ſcor- 
butic perſons are troubled with the ſame in- 
conveniencies as thoſe who are ill of either 


the hypochondriac paſſion or the jaundice.— 
As to the firſt, Rivierus, when ſpeaking of 
the ſcurvy, ſays, Curatio fuijus aſfectus eadem 
inſtituenda eft, qua in hypochondriaca melan_ 
cholia fuit propoſita, quandoquidem, ab eadem 


humore generatur. As to the ſecond, Salmon 


mentions the caſe of a man, to all appearance 


in perfect health, who ran a race of about 


three quarters of an hour long, and at the 


end of it was ſeized with a total jaundice. 


Might not then the liver in this caſe be nearly 


in the ſame ſituation as that mentioned by 


Kerkringius? The liver of the horſe, mace- 


rated and bruiſed by continual agitations 
from a long courſe, was in the ſame ſtate as 


the liver of a ſcorbutic perſon, for the ir- 
regular action of the nerves and their irrita- 


tion, 
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tion, produce in them, what the effects of 
the race might have done in the caſe men- 


tioned by Salmon. — There is no doubt but 
the blood is changed in ſcorbutic perſons, 


(tho' it is not putrid) but obſervation alone 


can confirm to us in what this change con- 
ſiſts. Scorbutica Heclionis natura prorſus in- 


caog nila, ſays james, quoad eſſe, quod ad e 


et modum agendi in 


Would it not however be more prudent 
to limit our ideas on the nature of the ſcurvy, 
or to determine what is the diſeaſe which 
moſt deſerves that title? Several phyſicians 
call almoſt every chronic diſorder by this 
name: a fault of which men in general, who 


are not phyſicians, are but too ſenſible. 


The affinity ren the ſtone and gout 
comes next under our obſervation.—Some- 


times on opening an articulation, we find a 


glutinous matter, which in fact is nothing 


more than the mucual nutritive juices of the 
body flowing towards the joints. — Ihe in- 


1 


veſtigation of this point may furniſh us with 


a rational theory for many diſorders. When 
this flux of mucual juices, (that is to ſay, 
the chyliferous juices, not yet changed into 
blood) is directed towards any of the ex- 


cretory organs, either a critical or ſymp- 


tomatic excretion is produced. This is 


the true cauſe of certain fluxes of matter re- 


ſembling pus, which flow either from the 


noſtrils or ears. — It appears likewiſe in 


vomiting of yellow matter from the ſtomach. 
It is the evacuation of certain diarrhceas, 


aſthmas, mucual hemorrhoidal fluxes, or the 


fluor albus.—The mucual juices of the body, 
floating in the ſerum of the blood, follow the 


different currents of either the natural or partial 


circulations, and are directed along with the 


general maſs of fluids tocertain organs. Some- 
times, in perſons who live Iaxuriouſly, and 
indulge their appetites, the nutritive Juices are 
excreted very abundantly by urine, and form 
that copious white ſediment, which is ob- 
ſerved to float within it. This turbid ſedi- 

ment 
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ment is, I repeat, the mucual juices of the 
body, excreted by the kidnies, when the maſs 


of blood is too much loaded with them. —If 
directed towards the Joints, they form chalk- 


ſtones, if long contained in the bladder, they 
produce either the gravel or ſtone. —This - 


confirms the analogy between the ſtone and 


the gout, 


Obſervation, 18th. 


5 Willis, treating of the gout, mentions . 
caſe of a gentleman, who was ſuppoſed to 


be cured of a ſtone in the kidnies, and 
ſoon after was ſeized with the gout. —In a 
month or two the gout left him, but the 
ſtone in the kidnies returned again, and in a 
ſhort time he died of « a total ſuppreſſion of 
urine; 


This obſervation ſeems. fully to confirm 
our idea on the affinity between the gout and 
tone: The ſame mucual matter which was 


ſecreted by the kidnies, being diverted from 


EZ 


that paſſage by thoſe medicines which were 
given to cure it, fixed itſelf upon the joints. 


Ten Rhynes, in his Treatiſe on the Gout, 
ſays, I queſtion not but many diſeaſes, dif- 
 fering only in name and place from the gout, 
are notwithſtanding of the ſame nature, par- 
ticularly thoſe, into which the gout and they 
mutually generate. 


It is therefore the phyſician's own judg- 
ment, which ſhould direct him how far he 
may venture in removing gouty complaints. 
For the ſame reaſon he ſhould conſider if 
it would be prudent to cure the ſtone. The 
following obſervation will confirm my opi- 


nion on that matter. 


Dbſervation 19th. 
##*#* whoſe father was ſubject to the 


gout, and died of it, committed himſelf to 


* care of an emperic, to be cured of the 
2 ſtone. 


ſtone.— He found great relief by his medi- 
cines, and the ſtone in the bladder was to all 
appearance broken, and came away by the 


urinary paſſages.— Three months afterwards 


he died of the gout in his head. - 


Wherever we find the nutritive juices of 
the body excreted by the urinary paſſages, 


or a ſtone formed in the bladder, in gouty 
conſtitutions, we are to act with the niceſt 


precautions, leaſt we fall into a ſimilar er- 


ror. It may however, -and does often hap- 
pen, that we can eaſe our patients from the 
excruciating torments of the ſtone, and fix 
the gout with certainty in the extremities, 


which, while we can keep it there, will prevent 


any future fits of the ſtone, —This circum- 


ſtance will be found to be a very valuable 


improvement in the medical art.—I do not 
mention this circumſtance on my own au- 


thority, for whoever will look into Prælect, 


pract. Saxoniæ, will find a paſſage con- 


formable to my ſentiments. It is nearly to 


the following effect: When other things 


\ 


— 


ww 7 


have failed in the cure of the ſtone, he ad- 
viſes throwing the matter upon the joints; 
for, ſays he, the turning of the ſtone into 
the gout, is very eaſy ; there is likewiſe leſs 
danger in the gout (when in the extremities) 
than the ſtone. The pain of the gout does 
not endanger life, but the ſtone in the blad- 


der or kidnies may. 


Me ſhall next proceed to conſider how 
far the gout is connefted with what is com- 


monly called the conſumption. 


The conſumption, like the gout, ſcurvy, 
and ſtone, is equally relieved by an hemorr- 
hoidal flux. —Whoever therefore is born 
with a natural diſpoſition to the hypochon- 
driac paſſion, or becomes ſubject to a re- 
pletion of the bowels, may fall under the 
dangerous influence of either of theſe at- 
fections. For it is the ſame diſeaſe which 
cauſes the repletion of the abdominal viſcera, 


that produces the hemorrhoidal flux. This 
* ſalutary 


4 


Y 
4 


yy 
* 
1 
i 
pi 
85 
1 
41 
3 
1 
11 
1 
"£8 
1 
99 
; 
- 


8 — 
So 2 . * ” 
WR — 2 —— —2 — 


Fas] 


ſalutary evacuation is its cure. Suppoſe 


therefore, in the ſame repletion of the bow- 
els, the efforts of nature to overcome it are 
ſo weak, as not to be capable of producing 
this flux, then the ſuperfluous fluids are 
thrown perhaps upon ſome more noble or- 
gan, and produce a ſchirrus of the liver, 


. dropſy, or conſumption. 


Fit Yefluxus ejuſdem humoris melancholici, 
ſays Duretus, in venas mezeraicas, indeque ex- 


citantur hæmorrhoides, quibus homines vindican- 


tur ab inſenitis ſymptomatibus: ſanguinis ſæcu- 


lenti in hepar refluxu fit ſchirrus, unde hidrops, 
aliquando in pulmones refluit, unde tabes, 


Happy then, may I repeat it once more, 


are thoſe perſons, in whom the ſalutary he. 


morrhoids have declared the criſis of hypo- 
chondriaſm. Let me caution them againſt 
the dangerous conſequences of their pre- 
tended cure, leaſt by it they bring on them 
ſelves, either the dropſy or conſumption.— 
Hæmorrhoides curanti diuturnas, niſi una 
ſervata fuerit, periculum eſt ne hydrops ſuper- 


/ 
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veniat aut tabes. It is this noble aphoriſm, 
the fruit of long experience, that proved to 
Hippocrates, how a repletion of the bowels 
might produce the conſumption.— He had 
obſerved that the north and eaſterly winds 
were the greateſt enemies to the lungs. Fri- 
gida, velut nix, glacies, pectori inimica ſunt. 


They cauſe coughs and hoarſeneſs, with 


many other diſorders, where the breaſt ſeems 
peculiarly affeQed.—Obſerve when the 
winds blow from this quarter, that the circum- 


ambient atmoſphere is cold and dry, or pro- 


duces ſnows, and is deprived of that ætherial 
and invigorating principle, which ſeems to 


govern and to cheriſh the whole circle of 


animated nature. The air in this ſituation 


may be compared to that unfrequented at- 


moſphere, which ſecludes every living crea- 
ture from an exiſtence, on the tops of cer- 
tain ſtupenduous mountains. Tt ſtops the 
perſpiration of plants, and makes the prin- 
ciple of their tender foliage, retire as it 
were within their ſubſtance, till the invigor- 

ating 
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ating principle of nature, the ſun, and the 


moiſt atmoſphere, cauſe them to expand 
again anew. It acts on human bodies with 

the ſame influence, by obſtructing their na- 
tural perſpiration. It conſtrains the action 
of the exterior organ of the body, and cauſes 
the maſs of external fluids to flow upon the 
interior region, the bowels.—Conſequently, 
as Hippocrates has well obſerved, the bowels 
are hotter in winter and the ſpring, than the 


other ſeaſons of the year. —Ventres, Sc. — 


The effects of the north and eaſterly winds 
are moſt felt, in the winter and the ſpring, 
it is likewiſe at theſe ſeaſons that coughs and 
hoarſeneſs do univerſally prevail. Colds and 
hoarſeneſs manifeſt in general an oppreſſion 
of the lungs. —lf therefore the maſs of fluids 
which are directed by a ſpaſm of the exterior 
organ towards the bowels, ſhould be excited 
by other cauſes towards the lungs, a ſpitting 


of blood will rather prevail than an hemorr- 
hoidal flux, and the matter be evacuated by the 


lungs, inſtead of the hemorrhoidal veſlels.—A 
ſpitting of blood may therefore in ſome caſes 


. 


be ſalutary.— In the conſumption it may 
often- times empty the obſtructed veſſels of the 
lungs, but an hemorrhage becomes danger- 
| ous when it weakens the patient by long con- 
tinuance, or an exceſſive diſcharge of blood. 


The conſumption appears to be peculiarly 
diſpoſed to afflict the body at that age, 1 
which, as we before obſerved, the functions 
of nature change their various efforts, I 
mean, when the humors or fluids become 
concentrated, and obſtruct the functions of 
the abdominal viſcera.— This repletion is 
beſt reheved by the hemorrhoids, ſo is the 


conſumption. —Hoffman leems to think ſo: 


Ila quoque anniverſaria  hamopthiſis, 5, necnon 
que ex hemorrhoidal: fluxu manante profeciſeitur, 
inferre ſolet circa tempus anni recur ſus, Theu- 
maticos in peclore dolores punftos cum ſanguinis 
ſputo, habetur hinc a minus peritis morbus haud 
rar pro pleuritico, fed ſecta in pede vena & pro- 
vocato fic hemorrhoidum fluxu, non modo ſangui- 


Nis 


Feat } 


nis expuitio, et reliqua pathemata femul & 2 
folent conquaeſcere. 


Either a ſpitting of blood from the lungs, 
or vomitting of it from the ſtomach, may be 
| relieved by an hemorrhoidal flux.—So it 
may by cathartic medicines properly ad - 
miniſter d. 


Obſervation 20th. 


Mr. Hancocke relates his own caſe as fol- 
lows. I was troubled every morning, ſays 
this gentleman, with coughing up blood or 
bloody matter, for fix or ſeven years. As I 
cough'd more or leſs, I was better or worſe 
that day. I took all the medicines* I could 
think of myſelf, or be directed to by others, 
and that not once or twice, but for a con- 
ſiderable time, but found no effect from 


any of them, but to cloy and ſpoil a good 
* Theſe remedies were balſams, ſpermaceti 


draughts, oily emulſions, gums, and all the train of 
pectorals and expeRorative medicines, 


08 + 

ſtomach. So I was fully relolv'd to take 
nothing more, but to commit myſelf wholly 
to God, and prepare for my latter end, which 
I thought could not be far off. This gen- 
tleman was prevailed upon by his wife to 
eat ſome ſtew'd prunes for his ſupper, —He 
was ſurprized the next morning to find he 


had no cough, nor voided any blood. The 


prunes were continued for ſome time, and 


the ſpitting of blood cured by them alone. 


In vain I peruſe the aphoriſms of Mr. 


Boerhaave, or look into the works of his in- 
duſtrious commentators, for a rational theory 
of this circumſtance, my enquiries are unſatis- 
hed. May we not hope to account for it at 
| leaſt from thoſe principles which we have 
laid down as the ſource of ſo many diſorders ? 
— We find by experience, that a ſuppuration 
in the lungs of certain women has been 
ſuſpended during the nine months of their 
being with child, and returned again after 
their delivery. Men have been known to ſpit 
TT . 
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up a pus from the lungs, and to have been 
freed from it by a gonnorrhœa, when the 
running has been conſiderable. —Mr. Robert 


knew a man, having an habitual head-ach 
from his childhood, who was cured of it by 
a fiſtula in ano. — The caſe I mentioned in 
my twelfth obſervation, of a fiſtulous ulcer 
cured in warm climates, and renewed in 
colder ones, by the effects of the air alone. 
This I ſay, and all the other circumſtances 
if duely conſidered, may render it probable. 
For the moſt effectual method of cure 
will be found in directing the oſcillations 
of the fluids to certain organs, and hinder- 
ing them from fixing upon the lungs: as 
in conſumptions, ſpittings of blood, &c. the 


lungs are almoſt univerſally the grand center 


to which the forces of nature and the fluids 


are peculiarly directed. 


Ubi oſcillatio morboja, ſays Baglivius, n- 
clinant omnia oſcillando ſolidaʒ G fluida eliam, fed 


per conſenſum ſolidorum, quare contraria oſcil- 


latio procuranda d Medico, non quidem per 


E ? 

ferupos & nugi vendula brqſcripta, froe receptulas g 

pobiuncularum, ut rudes indoctique faciunt, aliud 6 

enim face re neſciunt, fed pro diverſitdte oſcilla- 4 

tions et partum in quibus varia melhado ab af- | 

 fefto loco eam divertere, muſica, ſallatione, ve- i} 

natione, namgatione, luctu, nimio fumno, vel [ 

ma vigilia. 14 

Ol ſervation 21½. N 

"_ " = 

I was deſired to ſee a little child about ik 

two years old, that was afflicted with a dif- = 
ficulty of breathing. 1 conjectured from the 


pulſe, that the fluids were directed towards 
the lungs, and in conſequence preſcribed 
a very mild opening medicine.—I obſerved 
the child continued to grow better while I 
could Procure a few ſtools, but that the op- 
preſſion and difficulty of breathing returned 


when J left off my medicine.—In this caſe I 


endeavor'd to get her over the winter, by 
diverting the oſcillations of the fluids from 
g the 
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the lungs. —The cold ſevere weather came 


on, with deep ſnows, which laſted for ſome 
time, and my little patient died ſuffocated. 


We ſee in this caſe the bad effects of cold 
and long continued north-eaſterly winds, in 
diſorders of the breaſt. —T had laboured with 
' medicines to procure the action of the ex- 
terior organ of the body, and to hinder the 
oſcillations of the fluids towards the lungs, 


but one week bad weather had done more 
harm, than I had good for three months. 


The ſuppreſſion of the hemorrhoidal flux 
may occaſion the conſumption. I ſhall only 
mention one circumſtance, in order to con- 
firm that aphoriſm of Hippocrates which I 
have ſo often quoted.—Hemorrhoides curantt, 
diuturnas, &c. c. 


Obſervation 22d. 
A gentleman ſuppreſſed an hemorrhoidal | 


flux, by repelling medicines, and threw - 


L 
himſelf into a fever. Soon after he ſpit blood 
very abundantly, and died in five months of 


a conſumption of the lungs. 


There was ſo conſiderable a degree of 


ſpaſm in this perſon's conſtitution, that it 
was impoſſible to bring on the hemorrhoidal 


flux again, and the fluids were ſo fixed upon 


the lungs, that he died of an abundant ſup- 


puration of matter from them. 


Tho. Bartholinus, ſpeaking of the he- 


morrhoids ſays, that the internal piles empty 


the vena porta, and help obſtructions of the 


ſpleen.— The external empty the vena cava 
and liver, and cure diſeaſes of the head and 
breaſt. 


Objervation 2 3d. 


Maſſoria mentions a caſe, which is per- 
fectly analogous to ſome already brought, 
to ſhew the good effects of the hemorrhoidal 

flux, 
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flux, and which, as it is confiſtent with our 
plan, we ſhall take the liberty of relating.— 


A patient complained to him of a pain about 


the loins and abdomen, which was ſoon after 
ſucceeded by a copious hemorrhoidal flux.— 
The loſs of blood had conſiderably reduced 
his ſtrength, and his ſpirits began to fail him. 


He took a journey at this time to Padua for 
advice, where, by the common conſent of the 


phyſicians at that place, the hemorrhoids 
were to be excarnated, and ſeared with the 
actual cautery.—The unhappy patient ſub- 
mitted to his fate, and underwent the cruel 
operation.— The pain and anguiſh which he 
had ſuffered thre him into a fever. In a ſhort 


time afterwards he appeared to be perfectly 


free from the hemorrhoids, fever or cholic. 
— Thinking himſelf cured of his complaints, 


he returned to his intemperate manner of 


living, and the next year, towards the au- 


tumnal equinox, was ſeized with the cholic 
and pains in the loins,—The extremities of 
the hemorrhoidal veſſels were deſtroyed, ſo 


that this ſalutary evacuation could not unload 


l | 
the obſtructed bowels as uſual.—He was | 
ſoon after ſeized with a malignant fever and | ; [ 
oo To 0 
4 
Dodonæus mentions a ſimilar caſe, to | ö 
ſhew the bad effects of any medicine which | 
either troubles or prevents nature from 5 | 
bringing on this ſalutary flux. A man, h 
ſays he, was afflicted with the blind internal k 
piles, attended with a ſtranguary.—Clyſters, | 
compoſed of ſalt and hiera picra, were ad- it 
| miniſtered, but with ſo little judgment, that ER 
the pain and inflammation became exceſſive, Fi 
and the ** a total ſuppreſſion of | i 
urine. 1 
In the blind piles Claudinus recommends l 
iſſues, and ſays he once cured a lady of them : * 
by an iſſue, which he cauſed to be cut beloy 2 | 
the knee, in the : fide of the leg. — The pains | 
returned again, as he obſerved, after any | 


exceſles. 


I ſhould 


1 
I ſhould imagine it would be unneceſſary 


for me to bring any more arguments in 


fupport of the hemorrhoidal evacuations, 


where the bowels are oppreſſed, or to ſhew 
the utility of this flux in thoſe various dil. 
eafes by which human nature is diſturbed. —- 
That I may, however, complete my ſubje&, 
it will be neceſſary to prove its influence in 
other diſorders which have not yet been 
treated of, and firſt of the jaundice. 


Joubertus tells us, that a ſuppreſſion of 
the hemorrhoidal flux may occaſion a Jaun- 


dice from the ſpleen. 


A thouſand examples might be brought to 
ſhew that ſuppreſſions either of the hemorr- 
hoids - or catamenia have occaſioned this 


diſorder. 


I would be underſtood to mean that ſpe- 
cies of the jaundice only, which 1s produced 
from an obſtruction in the bowels. —Care, 


grief, anxieties, or whatever diſturbs the 
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organical action of the liver, may occafion 
the jaundice.—They may produce the gout 


likewiſe. Perhaps the ſcurvy.—Cura, ſays 


Hippocrates veluts ſpina ęſt in viſceribus gtque 
la fungit.—So it does indeed with unabating 


rancour: it embitters every moment of our 


lives, ſpoils every pleaſure, and deadens 
every ſenſation. 


Horſtius, in his Probl. Dec. ſeems to agree 
with our opinion, that the ſcurvy and jaun- 
dice have a great affinity, but he vill not 
admit of the ſame method of cure for each 
of them. J ſhall forbear repeating his argu- 
ments on the ſubject, as they, perhaps, would 


only be a repetition of thoſe which I have 


already brought, to ſhew the analogy of 
theſe diſorders in a former obſervation. 


I could wiſh, however, that what I have 


ſaid may limit the ideas of ſome of our mo- 


dern phyſicians, on the nature of the bile, 


| Or, | what they ſuppoſe are bilious os: bg 


ations.—I grant there are indeed few diſ- 


orders which terminate without ſome evacu- 
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but this in fa& is nothing more than the con- 


5 498 J 
ation of a yellow matter reſembling bile, 


cocted matter of the diſeaſe, and entirely 
diffexent in its nature from the bile. Hip- 


pocrates, for whom I have ſo high a vene- 


ration, fell into the ſame error, but he was 
not only ignorant of the ſtructure of the 
cellulary-membrane, but the circulation of 
the fluids. —Theſe overflowings of a yellow 
matter ought to be conſidered as ſo many 
critical evacuations produced by the !urbatio 
critica. 


Colds are generally terminated by ſpit- 
ting up a yellow purulent matter. — 


Other diſorders are ſometimes terminated by 


thick ſediments in the urine. The dyſentery 
is the moſt happy criſis for the hypochon- 


driac paſſion, when the hemorrhoids ceaſe to 


appear, or have been oppreſſed. —Hollerius 
thinks ſo, aut ante, ſays he, cum ſolila efſent 
expurgari per hemorrhoides, uterum aut hemor- 
rhagium, fr ſupprimatur folemnis expurgatio, 
acervatur humor, el per inteſtina evacuarur.— 


What ſome phyſicians, therefore, call over- 


in of the bile, is nothing n more than the 


eriſis of ſome illneſs or infirmity, which had 


exiſted for ſome time before. The liver i in by. 


this caſe, does not ſeem to be peculiarly af- 


fefted. To return to our ſubjeR. — That 
the dropſy is connected with the gout and 


the hemorrhoids, is ſufficiently proved from 
3 obſervation. —The hemorrhoids are a criſis of 
the gouty matter, and the ſuppreſſion of the 
hemorrkoids are often ſucceeded * the 


dropſy. 


Hæmorrhoides ſananti diuturnas, ft non 


una ſervata fuerit, periculum eſt hydropem, 


aut tabem accedere.—The ſuppreſſion of the 


catamenia produces the ſame effects. 


Obſervation 24th. 


Wynter, in his Eſſay on chronica! Diſor- | 


ders, mentions a caſe, which perfectly cor- 
reſponds with our ſentiments on that ſubject. 


— Capt. Ellford was violently afflicted with 


a fit of the gout, which, to /s great good fuck, 


fays Dr. Wynter, was ſucceeded by the 
1 | piles. 
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Wo the anus, ſteel and emenagogues internally, 35 
ahaqd if the fotus did not ſucceed, to apply RD. 

| . leeches to the hemorrhoidal veſſels—1 dick . : 

ENT all I could to renew the piles, but in vain, gt 

. or about nine months after wards he died © * 


* 
* 


ropſical; at Barbadoes. "ord; 62 n = 


FE | Dr. Wynter makes the fo fol 
* | tion On. the caſe: e The bre e ee 5 


— 


2” 


Re ann — 


